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‘Art. I. Remarks on 1 John ii. 2.—“ And he is the propitiation for our 


| 





sins and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 


WueNn a man is justified by the imputation of Christ’s righteousness, 
he is that moment set free from condemnation forever ; but being sanc- 


tified only in part, he may sin after this, and although it cannot condemn 


him before God, it can and will bring trouble upon the conscience, and 
cause him to condemn himself. The christian only knows what trouble 
this gives. What darkness, fear and dismay! But such a one shall 
not be left to despair. There is a fountain opened whose virtue washes 
away sin from the conscience, and returns it to quiet rest. It is a Fa: 
ther not a Judge whom we have offended. And if this is not enough 
to quiet our apprehensions, we have an Advocate with the Father, per- 
fectly able to manage our cause. He is the Father’s fellow and equal, 

erfectly skilled in law and equity. He is Jesus the Almighty saviour. 
He is Christ—one appointed and anointed by the Father for this pur- 
pose. He is the righteous, as none ever was. From his love to right- 
eousness, he engaged to magnify the authority of a broken law, and he 
has done it most perfectly, the Father himself being Judge; there- 
fore is he with the father. Once more: He is a propitiation for our 
sins, that is, a covering for them. ‘The word is the proper name for 
the covering, or lid of the Ark, which covered the two tables of the 
law deposited in it. He so covers our breaches of the law, that God 
in communing with us, through him, sees not our faults as any ground 
of condemnation. Yea, he is merciful to our unrighteousness, our sins 
and iniquities he will remember no more. Here is a complete system 
of comfort to the believer. 

The apostle adds, “not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.” ‘Those who are in favor of a universal atonement take the 
words “whole world,” in the most unlimited sense, as comprehending 
the whole race of man. And perhaps there is no phrase used in the 
New Testament, with reference to this subject, that looks more like it. 
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But such a sense would stand in irreconcileable contradiction with the 
other scriptures. If He is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
race, then must the whole race be pardoned and saved, else he is a pro- 
jitiation in vain; but neither of these conclusions will be admitted. 
Some may reply that, if any perish, it is through their own perverse- 
ness and unbelief. Suppose this be granted, it will not help the matter, 
vecause this is a sin which, after being covered by Christ’s blood, would 
1ave, according to them, power to condemn. ‘The apostle says “ sins” 
without discriminating ;—~original and actual, sins of nature and prac- 
tice, sins of perverseness as much as any other. 

Are there not many of the saved who have been guilty of this sin of 
perverseness and unbeliet?’ Yet they are saved, because his blood cov- 
‘red it. If Christ will say to any of our race, “ Depart from me, I 
never knew you,” must we not believe that He never knew them—as 
his sheep for whom he says that he lays down his life, whose sins he 
covered with his blood ? 

{f the reader will observe closely, he will find a convincing proof in 
the verse itself, that this phrase does not mean the whole race. Are 
there not two parties mentioned here, perfectly distinct and exclusive 
f each other? First, The party in whose name the apostle speaks, 
when he says “our sins;” and, Second, That which he calls “ the whole 
world.” We did not include himself and his party in this whole world, 

ind, therefore, if he and they were men and women, it does not mean 
‘he whole race. 

When we meet with a phrase in a writer somewhat obscure, it is ac- 

unted fair to take it in the sense in which he uses it in other places 

at are more clear. 

We find this phrase used in ch. v. 19, “ And we know that we are 

‘God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” Here it must be 

lear that they who are born of God are not included in the whole world. 

‘n the fairness of construction the apostle did not mean by it any of the 
nillions of men that were dead and gone, nor the millions that were yet 
‘o be born, for the word “Jieth” limits it to the present time, nor any of 
hose who professed Christ, but only the rest who were living in unbe- 
lief, or in heathen darkness. 

Again, (Rev. xiii. 3,) this same apostle says, “ And all the world 
wondered after the beast and they worshipped the dragon,’ &c. 
“and they worshipped the beast,” &c. Must we in order to save 
the hypothesis of a universal atonement, believe, that the whole of 
Adams posterity, those that lived before the flood as well as those who 
shall live in the happy latter days, shall be all papists!! The “ whole 
world,” in the 3d verse is neither broader nor longer than that in the 
Sth verse—“ And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him 
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world ;” or than the “All,” verse 16, viz: “ both 
small and great, both rich and poor, bond and free.” If we turn to his 
gospel, (ch. xi. 48,) we find the council of the Jewish nation using the 
same universal term—“If we !et him thus alone a// men will believe on him, 
and the Romans will come and take away our place and nation.” 
Meaning only that the majority of the common people of the Jewish 
nation would believe on him and no more. In ch. xii. 19, they say, 
with a like extent of meaning, “ Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing at 
all. Behold the world is gone after him.” Luke says, (ch ii. 1,) there 
went out a decree from Cesar Augustus that a// tke world should be 
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taxed,” meaning no more by it than the Roman Empire, for the time 
being, which was a very small part of Adams family indeed. 

But to return to the subjectin hand. Our apostle in his gospel, (ch. 
xi. 51,) commenting on the speech of Caiaphas says, “And this he spake 
not of himself, but being High Priest that year, he prophesied that Je- 
sus should die for that nation, and not for that nation only, but that also 
he should gather together in one the children of God that are scattered 
abroad.” This I apprehend will serve to explain his meaning in the 
epistle —‘ not for our sins only but also for the sins of the whole world,” 
viz: Not for ours only who are of the Jews, descendants of Abraham, 
as the scribes and pharisees would have it, but also for the sins of all 
the children of God in his purpose of effectual calling, which are scat- 
tered abroad among all nations and places of the gentile world, and 
ages of time, that he may in due time by his gospel gather them, Jews 
and Gentiles, into one c he rch. That this is the meaning of the “ whole 
world,” seems to be put beyond all doubt in Rev. v. 9, where he brings 
in the same party as describing itself, saying, “ Por thou wast slain and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of (not all of,) every kindred 
and tongue, and people and nation.” ‘To redeem by his blood is the 
same as tocover their sins by his blood. All they, and only they, whose 
sins he has covered, here speak, and they are out of every kindred, 
&c., therefore, some are left, whose sins were not covered, and are not 
redeemed by his blood. 

After duly considering these limitations on this “whole world,” there 
can be no difficulty found (or [ should rather say, countenance given toa 
universal atonement) in John i. 30.—*Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world,” viz. God’s children, Jews and Gen- 
tiles “scattered abroad” in “every kindred, tongue, people and nation” 
of the world.— Nor in ch. xii. 832—‘“And J, if | be lifted up from the 
earth will draw a// men unto me,” either a/l men must be taken in the 
sense already explained, or all mankind, without one exception, will be 
drawn by Christ to himself and become actual believers, or Christ will 
fail to accomplish his promise—his free unconditional promise. The 
friends of a universal atonement may choose which couclusion they 
please. 

Nor in Heb. ii. 9—“that he by the grace of God, should taste death 
for every man.” In the Greek, ‘vrsp eavrog instead of all or every one 
But passing this. Either this phrase “every man” is to be taken as of 
the same extent with the preceding phrases, or the same with “many 
sons,” “brethren, ” “children whom thou hast given me” and “seed of 
Abraham,” in the verses following, which cannot with any fairness be 
questioned ; for they are the same, and they are all so many names 
for actual believers; or admit that Christ’s tasting death for every man 
does not prevent every man from tasting it for himself. Now how is 
this? will the judge of all the earth cause the same debt to be twice 
paid—the same punishment to be twice inflicted! far be it from him to 
do this: but all mankind do not ‘become sons of God” nor brethren, 
therefore, “every man” does not mean the race. 

Nor in 1 Tim, iv. 6—“who will have all men to bes “who 
gave himself a ransom for all,” viz. the same “a// men” who will 
“come to the knowledge of the truth,” as in the next words, namely, a 
saving knowledge and profession of it—which, when it comes to pass 
in its “due time” will be a sufficient testimony that Christ gave himself 
aransom for them. Moreover, it is the same “all men” for whom we 
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are exhorted (verse Ist,) to make supplications, prayers, intercessions and 

giving of thanks. Hither thisis the same party which we have already 
shown to be only a part of Adam’s race, or else we must, in order to 
obey the Ay postle, go back again to the church of Rome, and like good 
and ‘zealous Pp apis ote, fall down before the virgin, and make supplications, 
intercess ions, &c. in behalf of the many millions that are dead, and for 
the spirits of the antedeluvians who are now shut up in the prison of 
hell, or as the Pope would call it, the limbus patrum. And that is not 
all, for if “all men” means the whole race of men, we must also pray 
for those who have committed the unpardonable sin, for whom John 
forbids us to poy 

Nor in Rom. v. 18, where it is said, “even so by the righteousness of 
one (for one A tie tae the free gift came upon all men to justifica- 
tion of life.” Grace will make its entrance into their souls and take 
yossessicn in and by a sentence of justification, and it will as certainly 
and effectually reign unto eternal life, as sin in the other case did,through 
a sentence of condemnation, unto death. Will the most sanguine be- 
liever in a universal atonement venture to affirm this of the whole race 
of man, Judas and the Pharisees not excepted, that all will be peo 
or sentenced unto life, that all will receive it by faith, (see verse Ist;) 
that all will have grace in them, as the reigning principle gove rning 
their aflections and ruling their actions? (for this much, if any thing ay 
all, must be meant sce verse 21.) Or in other words, will they ven- 
ture upon the assertion that no man or woman ever died an unbeiiever, 
which amounts to the same and no more? Will they assert that all 
the human family will be raised at the last day, to glory, houor and 
immortality, and that there will not be so much as one, which is ex- 
pressly contrary to Daniel xii. 2, that will awake to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt? This must be their conclusion, if they will have it 
that Christ’s one righteousness comes on the whole family to justifica- 
tion of life. For whom he justifies, them he also glorifies, Rom. 
Vili. 30. 

Now I apprehend that this “‘whole world,” “all men,” &c. cannot be 
of wider extent than that to which the gospel is sent. Mark xvi. 15.— 
“And he said unto them, go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature, &c.;” which according to Mathew is, “go ve there- 
fore, and teach a// nations, &c.”* Having said this much to show the 
extent of meaning which we are to attach to the phrase ‘“‘whole world,” 
I would now observe that the extent to which Christ’s blood will be a 
covering for sins or a propritiation, must be limited by the five follow 
ing things. ‘The father’s gift of persons to Christ, Christ’s de sign in 
shedding his blood, his intercession in heaven, actual believing or com- 
ing to Christ, and a glorious resurrection. 

Ist. The following passages will convince, if evidence will, that there 
was such a thing as God the Father giving persons to Christ, to be sa- 
ved by him. 








* But in neithes of tien places can it possibly mean the whole race of man, for many 
generations were dead, before that the apostles were sent forth. It cannot be of 
so wide extent as this commission to preach, because, first, the gospel has never yet been 
so extensively preached as this commission authorizes. It will not be questioned on either 
side, tliat many thousands since the apostle’s days, have died without so much as hearing 
that there Was any gospel or any saviour. Then, second * they could not believe on him 
of whom they had not heard,’” and to suppose that they might be saved, i. e. their sins 
might be covered by his blood, without believing on him, is to suppose that he who cannot 
lie did not speak the truth when he said, ‘he that believeth not shall be damned.’’ Nay, 
it cannot be so wide as the actual preaching of the gospel, for many hear and yet never be- 
lieve, and thorefore ‘ die in their sins,’’ ¢ onseque ntly their sins were never covered, 
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John vi. 37. All that the Father giveth me shall come unto me.— 
Verse 39, And this is the Father's will that sent me, that of all which he 
hath given me, 1 should luse nothing. Ch. x. 20. My Father which 
gave them me is greater than all, and none shall pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand. Ch. xvii, 2. As thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. Verse 6. I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou 
hast given me out of the world; thine they were, and thou gavest them 
me. 

Is it objected that Christ meant only his apostles, and spake only in 
relation to them, their office, and offici: al work? I answer that this can- 
not be admitted, because ¢ ‘hrist has given eternal life to more than the 
Apostles; and yet, only ‘to as many as ine Father has given him,” verses 
9. He includes in the word “all who shall believe on him through their 
word,” verse 20. 

zd. Christ’s design in shedding his blood is limited to those same per- 
sons before described as the Father's gift. In proof of this I offer first 
the character, “Sheep,” as describing precisely those persons for whom 
Christ had it in his eye to shed his blood. That this name applies to 
them all will appear from the following places. John x. 10, “J am the 
good shepherd—the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” Verses 
14. 15, 16 and 17. “Iam the cood shepherd and know my sheep and 
am known of mine—and I Jay down my life formy sheep. And other 
sheep have I which are not of this fold, them also must I bring, and 
they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 
Here observe that as Christ laid down his life asa shepherd, it follows 
as an inference, that they, whom he had in his eye in this act, are all 
properly det 1ominated shee p, and to put this beyond all doubt, he ex- 
pressly says this much. ‘I know my sheep,” and “I lay down my life 
for my sheep.” And if you ask, why he calls them his? verse 29 
answers by identifying them with those given — by the Father. “My 
Father who gave them me is greater than all,” &c., therefore the Fathi- 
er gave him the sheep for whom he laid down his life, and to them itis 
limited, by his declaring that he does this act as a shepherd. 

3d. To the same given persons does he limit his intercession, (ch. 
xvii. 9,) “I pray for them, I pray not for the world, but for them whom 
thou hast given me.” (Ver. 6,) “ The men whom thou gavest me out 
of the world.” (Ver. 11,) “Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may “be one as we 
are.” (Ver. 20,) “ Neither pray I for these (here present) alone, but 
for them also who sh: al believe on me through their word, that they all 
may be one.” (Ver. 24,) “ Father I will that they also. whom thou 
hast given me be with me where | am, that they may behold my glory.” 
Observe how Christ in this last petition, or rather claim, connects their 
eternal happiness in heaven with the Father’s electing love, as its con- 
sumating effect through his own merits and mediation. 

4th. ‘The texts are many that prove that all those given by the Fa- 
ther, redeemed by the blood of Christ, and for whom he prays, will be 
believers in time. (John vi. 37,) ‘ All that the Father giveth me shall 
ceme unto me.” That coming unto him means believing on him, I think 
none will deny. — x. 14,) ‘I know my sheep, and am known of 
mine.” (Ver. 2, 4,) ‘‘ The sheep hear his voice, and they follow him 
for they know his voice.” (Ver. 16,) “And they shall hear my voice.” 
These terms, hear, know, and follow, do certainly express that faith 
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which is characteristic of all true believers. (Ver. 26,) “ But ye believe 
not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.” Equivalent 
to—not given to me of my F'ather—not of those for whom I lay down 
my life—not those for whom I pray. It follows, “ My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me, and I give unto them eter- 
nal life, and they shall never perish,” &e. Several other texts might 
be added from chap. XVii. verses 6, 7, 8, 9, 20. 

5th. The same persons are all that will be raised at the last day to 
everlasting glory and happiness. Thus in the forecited passages. 
(John, xvii. 2,) “ As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” (Ver. 24,) 

“ Father, I will that those whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
lam, that they may behold my glory.” (Chap. x. 28,) “And I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
a them out of my hand. My Father, who gave them me, is great- 

r than all, and none shall pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” 
in these passages it is clearly implied. But in the next it is expressed, 
(chap. vi. 39,) ** And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that 
of all which he hath given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up again at the last day.” Here observe that the extent of the Father’s 
gift, Christ’s work as the great shepherd of the sheep, and of the glori- 
ous resurrection, is precisely the same; and the number of real believ- 
ers coincides with them. (Ver. 40,) “ And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one that seeth the son and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” Once 
more, (1 Cor. xv. 2,) “ For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” Question. What, all? ns. All who are in Christ— 
“who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.” (See Rom. viii. 1.) 
“ All who are chosen 1n him before the foundation of the world.” (Ep. 
. 4,) And are by the Father’s gift, as well as his own purchase, Ais. 

See the next verse, “ But every man in his own order, Christ the first 
fi ruits, afterward they that are Christ’s, (this is the a//) at his coming.” 

I would add a few remarks by way of conclusion : 

This limited sense of the phrase ‘‘ whole world” agrees with the 
chief design of God in the economy of salvation, which is to display the 
sover eignty of his grace, and to stain the pride of all human glory. 
There is not any reason that can be given that is higher for any thing 
done in the mystery of salvation than this, ‘Even so Father, for so it seem- 
eth | good | in thy sight’” 

This view of the subject is calculated more than any other to stir 
up phone to whom the gospel is sent, to believe. For if they believe, 
that is proof complete, that the Father gave them to Christ, that Christ 
died for them, and now prays for them, and that he will raise them up 
at the last day. And to make them afraid of unbelief, for if they should 
die in their unbelief they will infallibly be damned forever. 

3. If any perish to whom the gospel is sent, it is not because the 
blood of Christ is not sufficient in merit to save them, for it is infinite ; 
but it must be through means of their own unbelief. And however God, 
according to his own purpose, withholds his own renewing grace, still 
the unbelief which damns them is their own will and deed, and therefore 
their damnation is just. EGO. 
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Art. Il. Observations and Reflections on the life of Abraham and 
Sarah. 


Tuere is a charm attached to the history of every thing which be- 
longs to the early ages of the world, and the mind dwells with pleasure 
on passages which give an account of persons and things which were 
in existence so long before we were. Even when the information given 
is very limited, the imagination delights to fill up the picture. Indeed 
sume learned writers have shown more solicitude and zeal in criticis- 
ing the curiosities of the bible, than in endeavoring to understani and 
make plain its precious truths. The song which the children of Israel 
sung about the well, relatedin the xxi. ch. of numbers, and the words 
which Joshua used when he commanded the sun and moon to stand 
still, seem to engage as much of Dr. A. Clarke’s attention, as does the 
most knotty point in divinity. Whoever reads the bible, wishing to be 
edified, must have a higher aim than the gratification of his curiosity, 
or the pleasing of his fancy. 

In making a few observations on the lives of Abraham and Sarah, 
our principal aim shall be to shew wherein their conduct is worthy of 
our imitation. 

The first thing of importance we have recorded of Abraham, is, his 
being called to leave his kindred and his fathers house, which he readi- 
ly obeyed, as is mentioned to his praise, he went out by faith “ not 
knowing whither he went.” (Heb. XI. 8.) 

We may here remark the strength of Abraham’s faith, which could so 
far overcome the attachment he must have felt to his native country ; 
he must not only leave his country, but his kindred and his father’s house. 
This was an instance of that faith which became so eminent as to give 
him the name of ‘“ faithful Abraham.” 

We may suppose that Sarah offered no hindrance to her husband on 
this occasion, either by fretting at this dispensation of Providence, or 
by causing unnecessary delay ; for her conduct throughout life is com- 
mended by the Apostle. “ Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord: whose daughters ye are; as long as ye do well.” Honor is 
thus put upon Sarah through all ages, because she so readily yielded 
obedience to her God, and consequently, to her husband. While the 
conduct of her cotemporary Lot’s wife, is held up to us as an admonition, 
to beware, lest we suffer the friendship, or riches of this world, to hin- 
der our obedience to God 

It is probable that Abraham kept up the worship of God in his family 
before he was called to go out of his native country. So he did not 
omit it when journeying to the land of Canaan, but wherever he pitch- 
ed his tent, there also, he built an altar to the Lord. Thus he was al- 
ready a blessing to his family. 

We might be ready to conclude that Abraham would receive some 
immediate mark of favor from God, after giving so signal an evidence 
of his faith, at least that he would find plenty, and that he might rest 
in the land which was now his by promise. But no, there is a famine 
in the land, and a grievous one, so that he is obliged “ to go down into 
Egypt, to sojourn there.” The land of Canaan was a fruitful country, 
but the famine was now sent, partly because of the sins of the inhabi- 
tants, and perhaps also, as a trial to Abraham's faith. It might be a 
temptation to him to return from whence he came, and to think lightly 
of the country that was given to him. But so far was he from return- 
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ing to his native country, that he went in an opposite direction, as Chal- 
dea lay north east of Canaan, and Egypt south west. 

The grace for which Abraham was most eminent was faith; yet the 
next passage in his life which we have, is an account of his falling into 
sin, through unbelief, and distrust of the divine Providence. Gen. xii. 
5. “ And it came to pass when he was come near to enter into Egypt, 
that he said to Sarai his wife, behold now I know that thou art a fair 
woman to look upon: Therefore, it shall come to pass, when the 
Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife : and they 
will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art 
my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake: and my soul shall 
live because of thee.” 

Abraham was faulty here in entertaining an unreasonable suspicion 
of the people amongst whom he intended to sojourn—and exceedingly 
faulty in teaching his wife, and probably his attendants to equivocate 
and dissemble. Sarah was faulty also in yielding so implicitly to the 
suggestion of her husband. Yet her conduct may be more readily ex- 
cused than his. Their sin was soon severely punished, by the peril in 
which Sarah was placed. “ The princes of Pharaoh saw her, and com- 
mended her before Pharaoh, and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s 
house.” The Princes did not commend her for that which was really 
her praise—her virtue and modesty, her faith and piety—but for her 
personal beauty, which was probably great, and the more remarkable 
amongst the Egyptians, who were of a swarthy, sallow complexion. 

Though Abraham and Sarah were brought into trouble by their own 
sin and folly, yet God who forgets not his own, even when they are for- 
getful of him, delivers them out of it, by afflicting Pharaoh, and proba- 
bly those who had commended Sarah before him, with great plagues, 
and it would appear of such a kind as made it known on what account 
they were sent. Thus, “ He reproved Kings for their sake.” 

After leaving Egypt, Abraham came to Bethel, to the place where 
his tent had been at the beginning, and to the place of the altar which 
he had made there at tlie first. He is represented as being very rich, 
very heavy, so the Hebrew word signifies. For riches are a burthen, 
and they that will be rich, do but “load themselves with thick clay.” 
Henry says, “ There is a burthenof care in getting riches, fear in keep- 
ing them, temptation in using them, guilt in abusing them, sorrow in 
losing them, and a burthen of account, at last to be given up concerning 
them.” But happily Abraham was not only rich in silver and gold, and 
cattle, but also in faith and good works, and in the promises. Lot, who 
went with Abraham was rich also, and as every comfort in this world 
has its cross attending it, so their riches were the occasion of a strife 
between their herdsmen. On this occasion Abraham gives one evidence 
of the character of a child of God, that is, being a peace-maker. He 
earnestly entreats Lot that there may be no contention between them, 
and gives this cogent reason, “for we be brethren.” He knew that the 
eyes of all their neighbors were upon them, because of the singularity 
of their religion, and the extraordinary sanctity they professed—and 
notice would be taken of this strife, and it would be turned to their re- 
proach—by the Canaanite and Perizzite who dwelt in the land. The 
proposal he made for peace was very fair, and shewed a very disinter- 
ested spirit, and it was withal expressed ina most affectionate manner. 
“Is not the whole land before thee? Separate theyself, | pray thee 
from me.” He does not charge him to depart, but humbly desires him 
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to withdraw. “If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the 
right ; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 
It was undoubtedly Abraham’s right to choose first, but he yields, not 
only the punctilios of honor, but also his interest for the sake of peace. 

After the departure of Lot from Abraham, the promise that he 
should have a numerous seed, and should inherit the land in which he 
then dwelt, was graciously renewed. After this he also removed his 
tent to the plain of Mamre, where he built an altar unto the Lord. 

The next thing recorded of Abraham is the account of the military 
expedition in which he was engaged, to which he was not prompted by 
avarice or ambition, but by a principle of fraternal love ; it was not to 
enrich himself but to assist his friend. Never was any military expedi- 
tion undertaken and prosecuted, more honorably. The remembrance 
of the relation that was between himself and Lot, made him forget their 
former quarrel and Lot’s disrespectful treatment of him. He readi- 
ly forgave him, and proved that a brother is born for adversity. After 
this display of disinterested generosity, God makes him a gracious vis- 
it, appearing to him in a vision and saying, “Fear not Abram: I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.’ Abraham’s answer is a 
complaint of his great affliction, that he is childless—“ Lord what wilt 
thou give me?” As if he had said all this is nothing to me, if I have not 
ason. We cannot suppose that Abraham was so anxious merely for a 
temporal comfort, but must have had an eye to the promised seed, and 
the importunity of his desire may appear commendable ; all was noth- 
ing to him if he had not the earnest of that great blessing, and an as- 
surance of his relation to the Messiah. Yet the complaint was culpa- 
ble so far, that he did not appear to be thankful for the many mercies 
he already enjoyed, especially that great promise God had just given 
him, of being his shield and exceeding great reward ; and he shewed a 
weariness of waiting God’s time. 

It must have been this impatience in waiting on God’s time, which 
prompted Sarah to make the singular proposal to her husband, that he 
should marry her maid as a secondary wife ; in which she induced him to 
break God’s law, for, from the beginning it was not so. She ac- 
knowledges God’s providence in her afflictioa—“ The Lord hath res- 
trained me:” and uses this as an argument with Abraham to marry his 
maid. His compliance with Sarah’s proposal, was from an earnest de- 
sire to see the promise to him fulfilled ; but temptation to sin may of- 
ten have fair pretences, and be colored very plausibly. Abraham 
should not have attempted any thing so important, and suspicious, with- 
out earnestly asking counsel of God by prayer: herein he failed, by 
marrying without God’s consent. 

Hagar, who had been the instrument of sin to Abraham and Sarah, 
was soon the cause of their trouble, for after her marriage, she looks 
with scorn on her mistress, thinking herself a better woman than Sarah, 
and more favored by Heaven. It has been generally remarked, that 
mean and servile spirits, when favored and advanced, either by God or 
man, are apt te grow haughty and insolent, and to forget their place 
and origin. Sarah instead of condemning herself, seems to claim merit for 
her conduct, unreasonably blaming Abraham with Hagar’s insolence, 
and very impror erly appealing to God. In these perplexing circumstan- 
ces, Abraham ryiselv relinquishes Hagar, shewing that he had not been 
actuated by warnal affection, and instead of rendering railing for railing, 
be treats hig, wife in the most courteous and respectful manner. Indeed 
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his conduct on almost every occasion is an excellent pattern for hus- 
bands : no wonder he had so good a wife. Hagar, who could not brook 
to be treated as a slave, when she expected the privilege of a wife, pas- 
sionately and inconsiderately leaves Abraham’s house. The angel who 
found her in the way to Egypt, addressed her as Sarah’s maid, not as 
Abraham’s wife: thus her marriage was tacitly censured and disallow- 
ed. By inquiring of her whence she came, and whither she would go: 
the angel implicitly charged her with leaving her proper station: and 
by commanding her to return and submit to her mistress, he reminded 
her that her trouble was the consequence of sin. 

The next appearance which God makes to Abraham, occurs nearly 
fourteen years after his marriage with Hagar. So long a time inter- 
vening seems to imply a rebuke for his misconduct in that transaction. 
The Lord by revealing himself as “ the Almighty,” or the all-sufficient 
“God,” powerfully euforces the subsequent exhortation to Abraham, 
‘to walk before him” and to “ be perfect.” Intimating that they who 
are interested in his covenant, are perfect in him, that they are to be 
entirely dependent on him, that he will perfect that which concerneth 
them. In this interview God grants to Abraham the seal of the cove- 
nant, “2 seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had, being yet 
uncircumcised ; that he might be the father of all them that believe.” 
(Rom. iv. 2.) This ‘made Abraham the father of the church in all fu- 
ture ages.—All that the christian world enjoys, or ever will enjoy, it is 
indebted for to Abraham and his seed! A high honor this to be the 
stock, whence the Messiah should spring, and on which the church of 
God should grow.” —( Fuller.) Sarah is also graciously remembered at 
this time, and as her husvand’s name had just before been changed from 
Abram, a high father, to Abraham, a father of a great multitude; so 
her name is changed from Sarai my princess, to Sarah a princess—in- 
timating that her name would be honorable in the whole church of God 
as well as in Abraham’s family. 

The intimation which Abraham received at this time that he should 
have a son by Sarah, seems to have filled him with joy. “ Then Abra 
ham fell upon his face and laughed.” He “staggered not at the prom- 
ise through unbelief, but was strong in faith giving glory to God.” He 
yet shows his affection for Ishmael, by earnestly entreating the favor of 
God for him, and that he may not be separated from his worshipers. 

The next passage in the life of Abraham, gives an account of his en- 
tertaining the angels unawares. He was sitting in the tent door, wait- 
ing for an opportunity to exercise hospitality, by entertaining any wea- 
ry traveller who might need refreshment, and a cooling shade. The 
attention which Abraham rendered his guests on this occasion, gives 
us an idea of the simple, liberal, active and obliging hospitality of the 
ancient patriarchs. Both Abraham and Sarah were very attentive, 
and busy in entertaining their guests with the best they had. Sarah 
herself seems to be cook and baker, or at least superintends and assists. 
Abraham runs to fetch the calf, brings the milk and butter, and waits 
at the table to shew that his guests were heartily welcome. Like Job, 
he did not eat his morsel alone. 

« And they said unto him, Where is Sarah, thy wife? And he said, 
Behold in the tent.” This question seems to be a tacit reproof of the 
custom of that age, in excluding women from the society of men. They 
did not sit at meat with them, but were confined to their own apart- 
ments. It was Sarah’s privilege and duty to have enjoyed this visit of 
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her Lord, as well as it was Abraham’s. And there could be no more 
impropriety in Sarah’s appearing in the company of her guests at this 
time, than there was afterwards, when holy women ministered to our 
Lord and his apostles. 

Abraham’s answer, “ Behold in the tent,” is as much as if he had 
said, “she is at home, where else should she be?” Henry says, “The 
daughters of Sarah must learn of her, to be chaste keepers at home.” 

The news which Sarah overhears in the tent door, she thinks too 
good to be true, so that she laughs within herself. We may suppose, it 
was not a laughter of faith, as was Abraham’s, but rather of doubting 
and mistrust. Her conduct in endeavoring to conceal her fault, shew- 
ed great weakness, yet she receives but a gentle rebuke, connected with 
a renewal of the promise. At this interview, God makes known to 
Abraham his frien7, what he intends to do with Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and as a reason for this condescension, he gives this high commenda- 
tion of Abraham’s character. “ For I know him that he will command 
his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord, to do justice and judgment.” 

How well worthy the imitation of every parent, is this part of Abra- 
ham’s character. Although he was a mighty prince, yet he did not 
think it beneath him, or that it was too much trouble to teach his own 
family. We do not find that he delegated to any other person the care 
of instructing his household in the way of the Lord. “ Will command 
his children and his household after him,” seems to imply that he will 
not only teach his children himself, but will see to it, that his instruc- 
tions are attended to, and his precepts obeyed. The patriarch’s house 
exhibted a specimen of the old fashioned, but scriptural Sabbath School 
—one in every family, and the head of the family himself the chief 
teacher. Had these still prevailed, how greatly would trde religion 
have been diffused and mankind blest. 

In interceding for the devoted cities, Abraham shows a magnanimous 
er! and strength of affection, which are indeed remarkable. 

ow little are the ungodly aware, that they are so much indebted for 
temporal comforts to the prayers of the very persons, whom they de- 
spise and injure. 

After the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, some Providential 
circumstance makes it necessary for Abraham to remove his tent from 
Mamre, where he had lived nearly twenty years, toGerar. He here 
falls into the same sin, of which he had before been guilty, of denying 
his wife. Again we see the “father of the faithful” manifesting dis- 
trust of God, and undue solicitude about life ; equivocating, relapsing 
into his former error, though he had been before reproved for it, and 
convinced of the folly of the suggestion which induced him to it. He 
also draws in Sarah to share his guilt, thereby exposing her honor and 
chastity. These things are written for our warning, that while we 
think we stand, we may take heed lest we fall; and that we ma 
know that even “.4lraham hath not whereof to glory,” but must be jus- 
tified in “that righteousness of God, which is upon all, and unto all 
them that believe.” The reproof of Abimelech could not have been 
worded more kindly, or more severely. “ Behold I have given to thy 
brother a thousand pieces of silver: Behold he is to thee a covering 
of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all others.” He calls 
him her brother to remind her of the dissimulation of which she had 
been guilty, in saying, “he is my brother.” 

Vou. XIII. 2 
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The promise for which Abraham and Sarah had so long looked, at 
last comes. Isaac is born according to the promise. “ The Lord visited 
Sarah in me rey as he had said.” ‘ Sarah by faith received strength.” 
(Heb. xi. 11.) God, therefore, by promise gave that strength. True 
believers, by virtue of God’s promises, are enabled to do that which is 
above the powers of — nature, for by them they are partukers of 
the divine nature. (2 Pet. i. 4.) As Abraham is commended for his at- 
tention to his family, so Sarah shews more care of her child than mo- 
thers some times do. Although she is a person of quality, and is aged, 
yet she will perform the duty of nursing her son herself. 

There is but little sweet in life, without some alloy of bitter. When 
Abraham made a great feast, and all was joy and gladness that Isaac 
was weaned, Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, mocking, 
mocking Isaac, no doubt, for it is said in reference to this, (Gal. iv. 29) 
that “he that was born after the flesh, persecuted him that was born 
after the spirit.” The children of promise must expect to be mocked. 
This is persecution which they that will live godly must count upon. 
What Sarah proposed on this occasion, is very grievous to Abraham, 
yet her words are quoted (Gal. iv. 30,) as if they had been spoken in a 
as of prophecy. Cast out the bond woman, is the sentence passed 
on all hypocrites and carnal people. But none are rejected and cast off 
from God, but those who have first deserved it. Ishmael might have 
continued in Abraham’s family, had he not become a disturbance and 
grief to it. 

All the trials and hardships, which Abraham has heretofore under- 
gone, do not prevent him from having yet another more sharp and 
severe than they all. He is commanded to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 
whom he loves. The Hebrew may be read, “Take now that son of 
thine, that only one of thine, whom thou lovest, that Isaac.” Every 
string is touched, which could agonize a parental heart, that Isaac, that 
son which gladdened thy heart: whum thou lovest. It was a trial of 
Abraham’s love to God, and therefore it must be in a beloved son. He 
will here have Abraham show, that he gives him his heart. When Ish- 
mael was to be cast out, a just cause was assigned, which satisfied 
Abraham; but here Isaac must die, and Abraham must kill him, and 
neither the one or the other must know on what account. Truly, 
strong faith is often exercised with strong trials, and put upon hard 
services. 

It does not appear that Abraham manifested that anguish or anxiety 
which might have been expected from the command; or that either 
Sarah or his attendants, or even Isaac, perceived any thing unusual in 
his conduct. It is probable that he did not inform Sarah, lest her fee- 
bler faith, and more tender frame, might not sustain so severe a shock. 

That his obedience might appear to be the result of calm delibera- 
tion, his faith is tried till the third day. Isaac’s question, “where is the 
Lamb for a burnt offering?” must have tended to put Abraham’s resolu- 
tion to the sharper trial. How could he endure to think that Isaac is 
himself the lamb? The’ Holy Spirit, by Abraham’s answer, predicts 
“the Lamb of God,” which God hath provided, and “which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” ‘This obedience of Abraham in offering up Isaac 
is a faint representation of the love of God to us, in delivering up his 
only begotten Son > suffer and die for us, as a sacrifice. But Abra- 
ham was obliged, both in duty and gratitude, to part with Isaac ; and he 
parted with him to a friend; but God was unde. no obligation to us, 
for we were enemies, 
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His obedience, may also remind us of our duty to God in return for 
that love ; we must tread in the steps of this faith of Abraham. We 
should part with alf for Christ, all our sins, though they have been as a 
richt eye, or an Isaac, every thing that is a competitor and rival with 
Christ for the sovereignty of the heart. 

As this command to Abraham was only given for trial, and it ap- 
pearing that he loved God better than he did Isaac, so the end of the 
command is answered, and therefore the order is countermanded. “Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad.”” Our creature comforts are most likely 
to be continued to us, when we are most willing to part with them.— 
Abraham for this obedience obtains an honorable testimony from God 
himself, that he is righteous. “Now I know that thou fearest God.” 
And not only is his obedience accepted, but graciously recompensed; for 
those who are willing to part with any thing for God, shall have it 
made up to them with unspeakable advantage. Abraham has but one 
son and is willing to part with him, and God promises that he shall be 
recompensed with thousands and millions. How illustrious were Abra- 
ham’s descendants; and how numerous at this day, are those, who boast 
of having Abraham for their father ! 

After this severe trial of Abraham, he has yet another. The desire 
of his eyes is removed by death. The entrance of sin, and the sen- 
tence of death, have filled all below with vanity and vexation. But 
blessed be God, there is a world, where sin, death and sorrow gain no 
admission; that there are relations formed, which death cannot part, 
and that mankind sinners may enter into this union and intimate rela- 
tion with God, by faith, in his only begotten Son. (John xvii, 20, 23.) 

It has been remarked that Sarah is the only female whose age is re- 
vealed in scripture. She was ten years younger than Abraham and 
died thirty-eight years before him. 

Two words are used to express the great sorrow which Abraham 
felt on this occasion, he came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 
Yet he sorrowed not as those who have no hope. It is lawful to la- 
ment the death of our near relations and friends, in compliance with the 
providence of God, who thus calls us to weeping and mourning. 

The transaction between Abraham and the children of Heth, illus- 
trates the excellent spirit of the “ father of the faithful,” and exhibits a 
specimen of manners, which might do honor to any age. He assumes 
no civil superiority on the ground of his high religious distinctions ; on 
the contrary, while they pronounce him a mighty prince among them, 
he styles himself a mere “stranger and sojourner.” They evidently 
sympathize with him, and study to show him all the respect due to his 
character and circumstances. Ephron begs him to accept the land as 
a free gift, “The field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, | give 
it thee, bury thy dead.” Of this liberal offer Abraham is too disinter- 
ested to avail himself, and Ephron consents to accept of the price of 
the land, observing, however, that it was a matter of no consideration 
between them. Nothing could, throughout, be more agreeable to every 
principle of good manners. ‘The impression made by Abraham’s gene- 
ral character and conduct must have been strong, to procure him such 
respect among persons to whom his religion would naturally be obnox- 
ious. Although the whole land of Canaan was Abraham’s in reversion, 
yet the first, and only spot of ground which he ever possessed in it, was 
a burying-place. This would be a constant memento of death to him- 
self and his posterity, that he and they might learn to die daily, 
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The next passage in Abraham’s life shews the interest he took in 
having his son well married. All the circumstances relating to this 
marriage are related very particularly. We are thus directed to take 
notice of God’s providence in the common occurrences of life, and also 
to exercise our prudence and other graces therein. 

Abraham does not appear to have been actuated in his views by any 
taint of worldly policy, or those motives which too frequently govern 
parents in the settlement of their children. His great aim was to pro- 
cure his son a wife from his own kindred, among whom the worship of 
God was still in some measure maintained, and as God’s will was con- 
sulted, and his blessing implored in the undertaking, so it was emi- 
nently successful. The narration, the servant gives to Rebecca’s family, 
is beautifully simple, and well suited to recommend Isaac, and promote 
the object of his journey. Although the answer of Rebecca does not 
accord with modern taste, yet the excellence of her character forbids 
us to think there was any thing in it which was inconsistent with true 
delicacy. Indeed the excessive refinements of the present age are fre- 
quently subversive of sincerity. The last event recorded of Abraham’s 
life, is his marriage with Keturah. This was probably necessary to 
his happiness. After the loss of so good a wife as Sarah, he would na- 
turally feel solitary. EZven Isaac, who would feel the loss less sensibly 
than Abraham, seems not to have been comforted after “his mother’s 
death,” until he was married to Rebecca. But Abraham was one of 
those who knew that “the time is short,” and that they that had wives 
should “be as though they had none,” knowing that the “fashion of 
this world passeth away.” ‘The remaining years of his life seem to 
have glided silently along, and at last he dies, ‘in a good old age, an 
old man and full of years.” “The righteous shall be in everlasting re- 
membrance,” and, “their memory shall be blest.” 

Reader, may you and I by faith be children of Abraham, and thus be 
entitled to an interest in his inheritance, and “ sit down with him in the 
kingdom of heaven.” A. 





MINUTES 


Of the Associate Synod of North America, at their Meeting in Phila- 
delphia, May 25th, 1836, and continued by adjournment, being their 
Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting. 


The Synod met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted with prayer by 
Rev. Joseph Clokey, moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 


Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. James Martin, 
MINISTERS. John G. Smart, 
A. Anderson, John Graham, 
James P. Miller, *Peter Campbell. 
David Gordon. ELDERS. 
ELDERS. Elisha Putnam, 


John Robertson, 
Moses Robertson. 
Of the Presbytery of Albany. 


*John Edwards, 
*James Geery. 


MINISTERS, Those members be names arp marie thus, (*} 
were not present at the opening 01 nod. 
*Andrew Stark, el 
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Of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. Of the Presbytery of Muskingum 
MINISTERS. MINISTERS. 
William Easton, John Walke Tr, 
Alexander ‘T. McGill, Jose ‘ph Clokey, 
John 8S. Easton, ‘Samuel ate 
*John Adams. Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
ELDERS. MINISTERS, 
Samuel Smith, Dr. Ramsay, 
William Cummings, Thomas Beveridge, 
James Hutcheson, Bankhead Boyd. 
James Auld. Of the Presbyter y of Alleghany. 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. None. 
; MINISTER. | Of the Presbytery of Ohio. 
Andrew Heron. e MINISTER, 
ELDERS. ‘ Joseph Banks. 
David Brown. Of the Presbytery of Shenango. 
George Galloway. *A Bos ata 
—_ ry of Carolin 5 
Of the L —— dil trolinas. | Of th Py siete oa Stamford. 
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On motion, the reading of the minutes of last year was dispensed 
with, as they had been read and approved before publication. 

On motion, resolved, that the stated hour of meeting in the morning 
be nine o'clock ; of adjournment, half past twelve ; and of mee ting in 
the afternoon, half past two. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.—Closed with prayer. 


Thursday, May 26th. 

The moderator having preached last eve ning from Zech. viii. 3 
“ Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth "— 

The Synod met this day pursuant to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer. 

Members present as — together with Rev. H. Thompson, from 
the Presbytery of the Carolinas, Rev. Joseph Banks, from the Pres- 
bytery of ‘Ohio, Rev. John Adams, from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
Rev. Peter Campbell, from the Presbytery of Albany. Mr. James 
Auld, from the session of Philadelphia congregation, being present, was 
invited to a seat. 

Rev. John G. Smart was chosen Moderator. 

The following standing committees were appointed, viz. 

Committee of Supplies.—Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Anderson, Clokey, 
Martin, Banks, Wm. Easton, Thompson and Heron. 

Committee of Bills and Overtures.—Messrs. Miller, Beveridge and 
McGill. 

Committee on the Funds.—Messrs. Miller and Cummings. 

Committee on the Theological Seminary.— Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. 
Walker and Clokey. 

Commiitee to transcribe the minutes.—David Gordon and John §, 
Easton. 

Committee on Missions.—Messrs. Walker, Adams and McGill. 

On motion, it was resolved, that a new standing committce be ap- 
pointed, to be called the ( Jommittee of Appeals. Messrs. Clokey, Banks 
and Boyd were appointed said committee. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 
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No. 1. Report of the Presbytery of Miami, which was, on motion, 
referred to the Committee of Supplies, and also to the Committee on 
Bills and Overtures. 

Report of the Preshyte ry of Miami. 

During the short time that has elapsed since our last report, no material change 
has taken place in the churches under our inspection, as far as is known to us. Peace 
and harmony have prevailed among us to a good degree. Gospel ordinances are 
generally well attended, and we are not left without some tokens of the Lord’s pre- 
sence inthem, The installation of Mr. Kendall in his pastoral charge has not yet 
been effected, but is expected to take place early in the present summer. The ap- 
pointments made by Synod for the supply of our vacant churches have been fulfilled 
with commendable punctuality, with the exception of those of the Rev. S. McLane, 
who neither appeared in our bounds, nor communicated to us any reason for his fail- 
ure. Messrs. Isaac N. Loughead and James M. Brown, students of Theology, have 
been prosecuting their studies during the winter under the inspection of a committee 
of Presbytery, and have manifested commendable diligence and made considerable 
progress. 

On the subjects of dividing the Synod and meeting by delegation, transmitted by 
Synod for the consideration of the several Presbyteries, we have to report, that hav- 
ing considered the whole subject as maturely as we could, we view both the mea- 
sures proposed as inexpedient at this time, and consider any change in our present 
plan of Synodical meeting as uncalled for now. 

We hope that in the allotment of supplies, the necessities of our scattered vacan- 
cies will not be forgotten or overlooked ; and we wou d earnestly call the attention 
of Synod to the Western Missionary field. Unless some more etlicient measures are 
soon adopted on behalf of that destitute region, there is reason to fear that the cause 
which once was fair in promise will languish and die. We hope that prompt and 
decisive measures, will, in the wisdom of the Synod be devised to ‘* stiengtnen the 
things that yet remain.” 

The Presbytery have agreed to request the Synod to establish a geographical 
boundary line between this Presbytery and the Presbytery of Muskingum, and that the 
line proposed be the following, viz. Beginning at the mouth of the Sciota river, 
and extending upwards along the course of said river, till its intersection with the 
dividing line between the counties of Miami and Huron, Ohio, thence running 
with said line due north to the Maumee Bay. 

Respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL WILSON, Moderator. 
ANDREW HERON, Clerk. 

No. 2. Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the Committee of Supplies, and also to the Committee 
on Bills and Overtures. 

Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 
"To the Associate Synod, to meet in Philadelphia on the 4th Wednesday of May, 

836. The Associate Presbytery of Cambridge report— 

That, whatever evidences there may be of the prosperity of religion within our 
bounds, or of the success of the gospel in the congregations under our care, there 
are roots of bitterness springing up and troubling us. The seeds of discord, which 
has wounded the cause in our hands, yet remain after all that is done to eradicate 
them. An appeal to Synod has been taken from a decision of this Presbytery, on a 
charge against Dr. Bullions. Accompanying papers will explain it. 

It was found on enquiry that the Synod’s fast was observed in all our congrega- 
tions, excepting, that trom Barnet and Ryegate, no report was received. 

Though al! our organized congregations are settled, yet according to our report 
to Synod last year, there have been calls to us for gospel ordinances from some 
northern sections of this state, and from Lower Canada. ‘To those people we might, 
perhaps, have given more supply had we not depended on the labours of the mis- 
sionaries appointed to us by Synod. Mr. Galbraith neither rendered any of the ser- 
vices appointed to him within our bounds, nor gave any reasons for neglect. It is 
surely time that Synod take more energetic measures to compel the obedience of 
their missionaries to their appointments. 

On the subject of sub-synods, &c., this Presbytery report, That however reluct- 
ant they are to recommend any measure which would prevent personal intercourse 
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between the ministers and elders in the Associate church, yet they judge it expedi- 
ent that the Associate Synod be divided into sub-synods, and that they should meet 
in general Synod by delegation ; and for the following reasons. 

1. Because a large portion of the members cannot now meet in any one place. 

2, Because in local matters, at least, in which some sections of the church may 
be deeply interested, members lie under temptations to vote in favor of their own 
convenience, and sections of the church which have a small representation in Synod 
may be injured. 

3. Because the business of the Synod is generally in proportion to the increase of 
the church, and it cannot be all overtaken in the ordinary time of one meeting. 

4. Much of the business which employs Synod under their present arrangement, is 
of such a nature, that sub-synods would be as competent to its transaction as a ge- 
neral Synod. 

5. As long as the present arrangement continues, much business of importance 
must be postponed, without an authorized court to attend to it; while sub-synods 
could with propriety conduct it. 

6. Such business being taken off the hands of the general Synod, the matters of 
general interest, now frequently postponed, could be attended to in due time. 

* For the above reasons, it is inexpedient to meet by delegation without division in- 
to sub-synods. 

Those things which directly concern the whole church, should be transacted in 
general Synod only, and sub-synods be declared incompetent to perform them. 

By order ; 
A. ANDERSON, Preshyte ry Clerk. 


No. 3. Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum, which was, on mo- 
: z t ¢ e > ’ 
tion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 

But few changes of importance have occurred in that portion of the church under 
our immediate inspection, since last meeting of Synod. The failure of the call from 
Wooster, and the growth of our vacancies, together with some new openings, ren- 
der the demand for supply at the disposal of Synod, more than usually urgent ; and 
we hope that particular attention will be given to our wants in making dut the scale 
ofappointments. At ameeting of Presbytery in November last, the congregation of 
Cadiz presented their petition, praying forthe whole of the ministerial labours of the 
Rey. Thomas Hanna, which was granted. Since that time. the congregation of 
Pp 
} 


iney Fork petitioned for a connection with the congregation of Mount Pleasant, and 


cepted—consequently the congregations of McMahan’s creek and Belmont, formerly 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Clokey, have been declared vacant. This increases 
our demand for supply. 

With respect to the propositions laid on Synod’s table at last meeting, and sub- 
mitted to the consideration of Presbyteries, contemplating either a division of the 
Synod into sub-synods, or a meeting by delegation, we have to report: That we 
have maturely considered the subject, and are opposed to the adoption of either of 
those measures for the present. The formation of sub-synods, arranged according 
tosuch geographical lines as may be agreed on by a general synod, and meeting an- 
uually, will not fail to excite local feelings and prejudices, nor will their meeting 
once in two years be sufficient to counteract their influence. ‘To excite one another 
to zeal and faithfulness in maintaining the principles of our witnessing profession, 
and effectually to rebuke and repress all aberrations from it, so that jointly, with one 
mind and one spirit we may strive together for the faith of the gospel, is an object 
which we apprehend (judging from the condition of a sister church) would not be 
secured by this arrangement. The yearly supervision of the representatives of the 
whole church, would we believe more effectually gain this object. We are also op- 
posed to the proposed plan of meeting by delegation. ist. Because we know of no 
scripture authority to deprive any regular minister of the gospel of the privilege of 
discussing any subject, or voting on any question that may come before the highest 
judicatories of the church. And 2d. because we fear that intrigue and improper 
influence would be resorted to in the choice of such delegates, when any favorite 
measure was in view. We hope Synod will pause, and maturely consider the diffi- 
culties counccted with the arrangement proposed. Whatever partial inconveniences 
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may attend the present plan of meeting, we think they are more than counterbal- 
anced by the evils and dange rs arising from either of the changes contemplated. 
By order of Presbytery, 
THOMAS HANNA, Presbytery Clerk. 
N. B. The order of Synod direeting Presbyteries to inquire into the observance 
of the fast by their members, has been complied with, and was found to have been 
universally observed. 


No. 4. Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Semi- 
nary, which was, on motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary. 

The Board of the Theological Seminary report as follows : 

The Board met at the Hal! at the close of the last session, and attended to the 
duties assigned them by Synod. During the two days the Board were in session, 
discourses were delivered by all the students who were in attendance, excepting 
those of the first year. They were also examined on Hebrew, Ecclesiastical history, 
and the systema of Theology. ‘The performances were, in general, highly gratifying 
to the Board, and exhibited a system of instruction on the part of the Professors, and 
of diligence and application on the part of the students, highly commendable. The 
funds appropriated by Synod for the increase of the library, have been committed to 
the Professors, with instructions to purchase such books as they may judge necessa- 
ry for the institution, of which a report will be made to Synod in due time. The 
tollowing students attended the Lectures the last session, viz: Messrs. William 
Bruce, Sainuel Douthet, James McGill, Joseph McKee, and John M. Scroggs, of 
the 4th year. Messrs. Robert Forrester, Wm. Y. Hamilton, Edward Small, and 
James P. Smart, of the 3d year. Messrs. Joseph T. Cooper, J. M. Harsha, James 
Law, and John L. McLane, of the 2d year. Messrs. William C unningham, Thomas 
Gilkerson, James Hawthorn, William Smith and David R. Imbrie, of the Ist year. 
Messrs. Chauncey Webster and Samuel McArthur, who had previously studied un- 
der the care of the Presbytery of Albany, attended the Hall last session. It will 
remain with the Synod to determine their relative sanding. 

After some further examination of the students of the senior class, viz: Messrs. 
Wm. Bruce, Samuel Douthet, James McGill, Joseph McKee, and John M. Scroggs, 
it was resolved unanimously, that they be recommended to Synod to be taken on 
trials for license. 

Respectfully submitted by order of the Board. 

THOMAS HANNA, Secretary. 
No. 5. Report of D. Houston, Treasurer, which was, on motion, 
referred to the Committee on the Funds. 


Report of Daniel Houston, Treasurer. 


Daniel Houston tn account with Associate Synod, Dr, ,Qct. 23, eash paid for — beok for 





‘To balance in treasury as per report, Oct. | Synod,.. ~ 3 00 
1835,.. 22. -$1,765 63) Oct. 24, cas sh pad John Ww atson ‘for fixing 4 
1835, Oct. 20th, ‘to cash contributed from stove,. ‘ 25 
Peters Cr. cougregation,. ... 10 00 (Oct. 27, cash paid ie Taylor for raising 
Oct. 29, to cash trom female friend of As- chimney,... 0 14. 0.0. eewae 19 00 
sociate Synod, . . 10 00 Dee. 16, ca sh pi aid post: ge, sundry times,. 56} 
1536, tu cash in part of re hartie 58 congre ga- Cash paid Mrs, Jane Carson, (reom rent 
tion subscription to seminary, per Teim- | discounted,) ....... ° ennetoe 44 62 
pleton and Buchanan,. .. 8 00 | 1536, cash paid stove pipe, earri: age » Rae 16 25 
Jan. 20, cash received, don: tion from Dr. |Cash paid for lamps, oil, &c. for Hall,. 19 25 
Samuel Murdock,. . 10 00 (Cash paid Titus Basiield services to Sy nod, 6 00 
April 5, cash received from Ada am Gib, le- Cash paid for sundries,.... eeee 1 00 
gacy from Alex. Gib,.. . 100 00 (Cash paid for flaging ce War at se seminary,. . . 5 wv 
May ¥, cash received from Chartiers can- Cash paid John White for papa on Sem- 
gregation, contrit uution,... 25 103) inary,...... so: a ras ta 775 
May ¥, cash received from Glade run con- |March, ‘paid Ji imes Ramsay, "D. D. Prof... 300 00 
gregation, Carrol Co. contribution,... 5 30 |Cash paid Rev - Beveridge, half year’s 
May 14, cash received from J. M. Moore, eB rrr. +e 250 00 
interest on Margaret Moore’s legacy, 1 00 | Cash paid Mrs. Jane C ‘arson, “coal: for Sem- 
—ye LTR EL 3 00 
$1,935,224 April, cash paid Henry Havelin, fixing 
Disbursements,.......... 808 93~| stoves, lamps, scrapers. &c.,........ 6 25 
——— Cash paid Dr. Samuel Murdock, for jour- 
Balance in treasury,... ...... $1,126 30 nal, printing acts of incorporation, &c.. 7 90 
By the above report it appears ; that there is the/Cash paid postage, Tee ere ee ee 20 
above balance in hands of Treasurer, May Sth, 1836.|May 7, cash paid Rev. T. Beveriv ige, ‘for 
DANIEL HOUSTON, Treasurer. p Bam ee ee ee --- 100 00 
Contra Cr. | $908 93} 
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Treasurer claims credit for the following payments : 
1235, Oct, 23, by cash fer stove for room in 
Seminary, 
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No. 6, A communication from Thomas Gillespie of Bucyrus, Ohio, 
renewing his application of last year, for the appointment of a mission- 
ary for one year; to labor a part of his time, at Bucyrus, and the re- 
mainder in the circumjacent region of country. This paper was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of supplies. 

The records of Presbyteries being called for, the following committees 
of examination were appointed, viz: To examine the records of Cam- 
bridge Presbytery, Messrs. Walker and Clokey. ‘To examine those of 
Albany, Messrs. Miller and McGill. To examine those of Philadel- 
phia Presbytery, Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Boyd. 

The minutes of the Presbytery of the Carolinas not being forward, 
said Presbytery was, on motion, required to bring up their minutes for 
examination, at next meeting. 

On motion, it was resolved, that part of to-morrow’s forenoon sede- 
runt be devoted to the exercises of praise and prayer. Messrs. Gra- 
ham and J. S. Easton were appointed to lead in the exercises. 

Synod proceeded to call for the Reports of Committees appointed 
last year. The following committees not being fully ready to report, 
craved further time, which was granted; namely, the committee to 
draught a warning against Popery ; the committee on the book of dis- 
cipline ; the committee to draught an aci for a fast; and the committee 
to prepare an address to our people, on the nature and duty of fasting. 
The last named committee were required to report at the next meeting 
of Synod. 

The report of the Committee of Missions, published in the minutes 
of Jast year, was taken up, and a motion made to adopt said report. 
After a considerably free discussion, it was, on motion, resolved, that 
said report be referred to the Committee on Missions, with instructions 
to report on Monday morning, and that the consideration of this subject 
shall be made the order of the day, for Monday’s forenoon sederunt. 

Mr. Miller asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of 
this sitting. 

Reasons of protest by Messrs. Allison and others, against the Sy- 
nod’s late act on the subject of the publication of marriage, were called 
up. Information being given that the aforesaid reasons of protest had 
been some way or other lost, in the hands of the answering committee ; 
it was, on motion, resolved, that provided said reasons cannot be found, 
the protestors be requested to furnish a copy to be laid before Synod 
at next meeting. 


Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2 P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with Mr. John Edwards, ruling elder, from the first 
congregation of New-York. The minutes of last sitting were read and 
approved. ‘The following papers were given in and read, viz: 

No. 7, a communication from the Rev. A. White, containing an un- 
official report of the state of the Presbytery of the Carolinas, and so- 
liciting supply of gospel ordinances. This paper was, on motion, re- 
ferred to the committee of supplies. The above mentioned communi- 
cation gave information of a call for Mr. James Patterson, from the 
united congregations of Sharon, Neilie’s Creek, Smyrna, and Little 
River, 8. C.; which had been moderated, and as attested, is now for 
warded to Synod, with a request that it be sustained and presented. 
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The call was read; and a motion being made to sustain said call, 
after a free discussion, the question was put “sustain, or not,” and car- 
ried “ sustain.” From this decision, Messrs. Martin, Walker, Banks, 
Wm. Easton, Campbell and Putnam, craved their dissent to be marked. 

The presentation of the call was postponed till Tuesday next week. 

Nos. 8. and 9. The Reports of the Presbyteries of Ohio and Char- 
tiers, which were, on motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Ohio. 

In the few months which have elapsed since the meeting of Synod, no material 
changes have taken place in the congregations under our care. The decision of Sy- 
nod on the subject of our connection with the Original Seceders, is satisfactory to the 
members of our Presbytery, and, we rejoice that this cause, which once presented 
a threatening aspect, is now so happily issued. The peace of Zion, when not pro- 
cured at the expense of truth, is much to be desired, and will ever occupy a chief 
place in the supplications of all her true friends. But while we rejoice at the re- 
moval of this ground of controversy, which affected the church at large, we have 
still to lament that some few difficulties exist in our own immediate bounds. In Mr. 
Donaldson’s former charge there are some who still adhere to him, and Presbytery 
would now complain to Synod of the conduct of Mr. Donaldson in preaching regu- 
larly to those adherents, contrary to the express orders of our Presbytery, and while 
by the appointment of Synod, he should have been employed in other Presbyteries. 
A petition laid upon your table at last meeting, praying for a new organization, has 
been presented to us, and, after consideration, rejected, inasmuch as the places men- 
tioned in the petition were too near their former places of worship—and owing to the 
local situation of the petitioners, no geographical lines could be drawn effecting such 
separation as they desired, and therefore, the boundaries would have been fixed sole- 
ly upon the principle of elective affinity: and further, because they have for some time 
previous withdrawn from public ordinances, as dispensed by appointment, from this 
Presbytery. 

A resolution adopted at the last meeting of Synod renders it our duty to report 
on the expediency of forming sub-Synods, and meeting by delegation in general 
Synod. As amatter which deeply affects the welfare of the church, we have 
had this subject under serious consideration, and fearing that the advantages antici- 
pated from the plan proposed would not be realized, and that evils of serious conse- 
quence might possibly result, we are, for the present, opposed to the measure. 

In submitting our report we would again request the attention of our fathers and 
brethren to the subject of slavery, hoping that Synod will still proceed in judicious 
and effective measures for the removal] of this evil: and further, we would respectful- 
ly suggest the propriety of adopting such measures, as will effect a uniformity in the 
practice of our members, with respect to that part of our Book of Discipline which 
forbids an attendance upon the ministrations of religious societies, from which we 
judge ourselves bound by the word of God to maintain separate communion. 

At our meeting in December last, Mr. David R. Imbrie was admitted to the study 
of theology. As no change has taken place in our vacancies we request as liberal a 
portion of supply as usual. 

By order of Presbytery, DAVID GOODWILLIE, 
Presbytery Clerk. 


Report of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
To the Associate Synod, to meet at Philadelphia, on the 4th Wednesday of May, 
1836. 

The Rev. Thomas Beveridge, having, in consequence of his appointment to a 
professorship in the Theological Seminary, removed into our bounds, a unanimous 
call was given to him from the congregation of Washington, which he accepted.— 
In other respects things continue amongst us as they were at our last report. And 
we therefore, desire to be remembered in the distribution of supply. Messrs. 
Thomas Gilkerson and James Hawthorn, graduates of Jefferson, and Samuel Cun- 
ningham, of Marion college, offered themselves last fall as candidates for the study 
of theology, under the care of Synod. Having satisfactory attestations of their be- 
ing in full communion in this church, &c. but having had no opportunity of applying 
to the Presbyteries where they reside, they were, on examination, admitted by us. 
Inquiry was made respecting the observance of the Synodical fast, and it was 
found to have been attended to by all the members who were present. 
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The Presbytery agree to report in favor of a division of the Synod into a number 
of Provincial or Sub-Synods, to be subordinate to one general Synod. It is their 
judgment, however, that previously to such a division, a system of rules more full 
than those proposed, should be prepared for the regulation of the supreme and sub- 
ordinate courts. Perhaps the plan of meeting by delegation, is not at present impe- 
riously necessary, and as we have learned that some of the Presbyteries are not in 
favor of it, this might be left for future consideration. 

A protest was entered by Mr. Allison, against a decision of Presbytery in his case, 
which with the papers that accompany it, shall be laid before Synod. 

JAMES RAMSAY, Presbytery Clerk. 

No. 10. An overture on the subject of geographical boundaries, re- 
ferred to Synod by the Presbytery of Cambridge. Said overture was, 
on motion, referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures. 

Certain papers were laid on the table, forwarded by the Rev. J. 
Donaldson, relative to his case } and, on motion, it was resolved, that 
said papers be referred to the Committee of Appeals, with instructions 
to report to-morrow morning. Mr. Walker was, on motion, added to 
said committee. 

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Patterson be appointed to officiate, 
next Lord’s day, in the 2d congregation of New-York; and H. Blair 
in Baltimore, on that day. 


Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 


Friday, May 27th. 
The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. After the exercises of praise and prayer, the minutes of last 
sitting were read and approved. 
Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz. 
No. 11. The Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which was, 
on motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Through the mercy of the most High, and according to the good hand of our God 
upon us, we ‘‘ continue to witness both to small and great, saying none other things,” 
and contending earnestly for no other truths, than those delivered by God, as a sa- 
cred trust to the church. Though such a faithful testimony has roused and in every 
age ~vill rouse the enmity of the carnal heart, and provoke opposition ; yet we trust, 
that in our bounds, the use of these divinely appointed means has not, during the 
past year, been without a blessing. God has given us peace in all our congregations, 
and we have reason to hope, has made the preaching of the word, and the dispensa- 
tion of ordinances, the means of causing our people to ‘ grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. 

It may be necessary to report, that in consequence of the reception of a petition 
from the Congregations of Stone Valley, Kishacoquillas and Lewistown, for leave to 
withdraw their call from Mr. William Galbraith, and the granting of another mod- 
eration :—Presbytery refused to grant their request, but required Mr. Galbraith to 
attend the next meeting, to be held on the 15th Dec. last, and accept or reject the 
said call. He did attend accordingly, and declined, accepting. Since that time, 
a unanimous call, from those congregations, has been made out for Mr. John S. Eas- 
ton, and by him accepted. His trials for ordination having been, approved, he was 
at our last meeting, onthe 5th, of May in Stone Valley, ordained to the office of the 
Holy ministry, and installed as pastor of said congregations. 

All the members of Presbytery observed the act for the fast. 

The supplies allotted us by Synod have, in general, punctually fulfilled their appoint- 
ments with the excptionof Mr.McLean. A petition from individuals in Belfonte and 
Sinking Creek, Centre Co., for organization and supply of ordinances, has been receiv- 
edby Presbytery. This, in connection with our other vacancies, especialy Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, which would require almost constant supply, induces us to ask for at least 
as muchas the constant labours of three missionaries in our bounds, if at the disposal 
of Synod. On the propriety of dividing Synod into three Sub-Synods, and the meet- 
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ng by delegation of'a general Synod, every two years ; this Presbytery report im favour 
of the measure; and think, that as the principle of attendance by delegation is 
sanctioned by the example of the primitive church, so expediency recommends the 

roposed division and representation. The yearly attendance of the distant mem- 
bat at either Philadelphia, or Canonsburg, cannot be expected; and, in all proba- 
bility, the sessions of Synod will soon all be held as far west at least as Pittsburg. 
Neither do we think, that the interests of the church at large will suffer by this ar- 
rangement, nor, that any tendency to disunion will thus be generated. By the pro- 
posed representation, the general Synod will be even more largely attended than the 
yearly Synods are now ; while that representation will be a more correct declaration 
of the sentiments of the church. The care of the Seminary, Missions &c. being 
also committed to the general Synod thus represented ; there can be no danger that 
any section of the church will suffer by neglect. By order of Presbytery. 

Wm. EASTON, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 12. The Report of the Presbytery of Albany, which was, on 
motion, referred to the Committee of Appeals. 


Report of the Presbytery of Albany. 

In the state of our congregations we can report nothing particularly different from 
what has been done heretofore. Our Brother Mr. Irvine after a lingering illness, borne 
with christian meekness, has since our lastfreport rested from his labours, thus weaken- 
ning our hands, but by the liberality of Synod the congregation over which he was 
pastor together with our other vacancy have been regularly supplied. Avcall from the 
second associate Congregation in New-York, for Mr. H. i. Blair, probationer has 
been moderated. In case this call should be accepted we shall have but one or- 
ganized vacancy, this however requiring constant supply. Two applications for 
sermon have been made to Presbytery ; one from Oswego Co. New-York, and the 
other from Fall River, Massachusetts, openings for the spread of our principles which 
we have been unable as yet to embrace. And Presbytery would respectfully solicit 
of Synod such a portion of supply as will enable them to continue preaching in these 
places for some time. However our present system of supplying vacancies may an- 
swer in new countries ; it is perfectly manifest that in old settlements, and among a 
dense population, it is next to useless, as far as the extension of our cause is con- 
cerned, to send only occasional preaching. A permanant occupancy of such places 
presents the only probable prospect of success. But while there is this outward pros- 
pect of extending our bounds we have to lament that there is not with us that in- 
ternal peace which characterized our Presbytery, for some years after its organiza- 
tion. 

The case of Mr. Webster, a student of Theology, under our care, who had been 
libelled for certain alledged slanders against a number of Ministers, in our communion, 
being under consideration, the following Resolution was offered by a member, Re- 
solved, that it is contrary to the dicipline of the associate church, to allow a person 
to prove what he has already declared to be unfounded. This resolution was reject- 
ed by Presbytery, and against this decision Mr. Stark, protested, for reasons to be 
given in, which together with the answers are respectfully submitted to Synod for 
their adjudication. 

During the trial of Mr. Webster, various matters affecting the moral and minis- 
terial character of the Rev. Andrew Stark, of New-York, appeared in testimony, so 
that Presbytery have deemed it necessary to put him on trial for them. According- 
ly a libel has been put into his hands, Mr. Stark, has not appeared to answer to this 
libel though cited three times, but has sent ina paper protesting against all ac- 
tion of the Presbytery, in his case. After considering this paper, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were unanimonsly adopted. 

Whereas a libel containing many serious charges against the Rev. Andrew Stark 
has, by order of this court, been put into his hands; and whereas after having cited 
him three times, Mr. Stark has not appeared before Presbytery to answer to said li- 
bel, but has sent in a paper, protesting against all action of the Presbytery, in his 
case, on account, as he alledges, of their interestedness and partiality ; and whereas 
Presbytery feel a reluctance in entering upon a trial of the libel in his absence, and 
in the face of such cruel, unjust, and slanderous statements as are contained in said 
paper of Mr. Stark, therefore, 

esolved, that the case of the Rev. Mr. Stark, as involved in the above mention- 
ed libel, be referred simpliciter to Synod for final adjudication. 

Resolved, further, that the Presbytery do earnestly, beseech Synod, to issue said 
cause and not remit the same to this court. 








Minutes of Synod. 95 

Resolved, further, that Presbytery still retain the right, if they shall think it prop- 
er, hereafter to call Mr. Stark to account for the truly offensive and libellous matte: 
contained in his reasons ‘of protest, which go before the Synod, and also in the pa- 
per alluded to, in which he vives lisreasous for refusing to be tried by this Presby- 
terv. 

This Presbytery, having had under consideration the resolutions, transmitted by 
Syno d to the Pres sbyteries im relation to sub Synods and a general Synod, and th 
meeting of Synod by delegation, beg leave to report the following res« lutions adopt- 
ed by them. 

Resolved, that in the jadgment cf this Presbytery, it is not expedient at the pres- 
ent time to alter the plan of Synod’s meetings, provided the meetings contanut 
to be held alternately on the East and West side of the Alleghany mountains a: 


heretofore. 

As to the observance of the Syned’s fast, Presbytery report, that so far as ascer- 
tained it was observed in all our settled congregations, except the first congregatio! 
in New-York. By order of p resbytery. 


JOHN G. SM ART, Clerk. 
Albany May 18th 1856. 
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he -_ v. Alexander Boyd of the Presbytery of Shenango appeared 

and took his seat. 
Certain papers referred to in the report of the Presbytery of Albany, 

» handed in, containing an appeal by the Rev. A. Stark, from a de- 
sida m of said Presbytery, rejecting the following resolution which had 
been submitted by him; viz: ‘ That it is contrary to the discipline o! 
the Associate Church, to allow a person to attempt to prove what he 
has already declared to be unfounded.” Mr. Stark’s reasons of protest, 
with the Presbytery’s answers, were read, and on motion referred tu 
the committee of appeals. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Ciosed with prayer. 


I 


Half past 2, P. M. 
The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. 
Members present above. Mr. James Geery, ruling elder from the 
2d congregation of New-York, being present, was invited to a seat. 
The report of the Presbytery of Shenango was called for, but not 
being in a state of readiness for presentation, leave was granted to defer 
its pies ‘ntation tll to-morrow morning. 

\ libel against the Rey. A. Stark, referred by the Presbytery of 
ey for trial, with ace initiaited papers, was read. While these 
papers were under consideration, the Rev. J. Hindman, from the Pres- 
bytery of Muskingam, and James Hutchinson, ruling elder from the 
Pre esby tery of Philadelphia, appeared and took their seats. After con- 
siderable discussion as to the order to be taken with the above-men- 
tioned papers, it was, ou motion, resolved, that the Synod accept the 
reference, aud try the libel. From this decision Mr. Heron craved his 
dissent to be marked. 

Ou motion, it was resolved that the trial of the libel be made the or- 
der of the day for the furenoon sederunt of ‘Tuesday next week: 

On motion, resolved, that the the clerk of Synod be directed to give 
Mr. Stark notice of this decision. 

The committee of appeals presented a report in the case of Mr. Don- 
aldson, referred to them yesterday, which report was laid on the table, 
together with the rere s belonging to the case. 

A written excuse for the absence of Dr. Bruce was read, which. 
being explained by a statement from Mr. Banks, was sustained. 

Papers relative to au appeal by the Rev. Messrs. Miller, Anderson. 

Vou. AIL. 
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Alexander and David Gordon, from a decision of the Presbytery of 
Cambridge in the case of Dr. Bullions, alluded to in the report of said 
Presbytery, were given in. The reasons of protest with the Presby- 
tery’s answers were read. :; 

In consequence of the lateness of the hour, the reading of other docu- 
ments, connected with the appea!, was postponed for the present. 

Messrs. Graham, Anderson, and Martin, were on motion appointed to 
preach in this place on Sabbath first. 

Adjourned ull the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Saturday, May 28th. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. 

Members present as above. The minutes of last sitting were read 
and corrected. Mr. Hindman offered his excuse for late attendance, 
which was sustained. 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read, Nv. 13, the 
report of the Presbytery of Shenango, which was, on motion, laid on the 
table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Shenango. 

The circumstances of the congregations under our care furnish little ground for 
report. Those settled are generally increasing and prosperous; we have few va- 
cancies. There is, however, within our bounds much room for the extension of the 
Chureh if it could be efficiently occupied. 

Our presbytery has been constituted agreeably to the appointment of Synod, by 
the Rev. Daniel McLane, and Rey. Isaac Beggs was appointed our stated clerk. 

Your reverend Synod has made it our duty to report our views on the resolutions 
printed in your minutes in relation to sb-synods. With the first of these resolutions 
we cordially agree; we believe it would tend to general and particular conven- 
ience, advance the interest of the Associate Church, open new and greater facilities 
to extend her influence, and greatly enlarge the means of communicating the kuow- 
ledge of a scriptural profession and practice of religion in the United States; but such 
& measure is not without its difficulties; the principal of which are brought into view 
by the following resolutions. The division proposed is natural. and the blank in the 
2d division proposed might be filled with the ‘* Synod of Pittsburgh.” 

In the event of a division of Synod, a General Synod will be indispensably neces- 
sary. The ratio of representation is not perhaps so easily settled. The number 
proposed. ‘* two ministers and two ruling elders trom each presbytery,” would seem 
at first an equitable proportion ; but it is liable to some objectious. 

The presbyteries are not equally large, and the number proposed would be a very 
small representation from some of them; while it would sometimes constitute the 
half, and at present, in two instances all the members of a presbytery. Moreover, the 
members of the General Synod must meet by delegation. They will necessarily be 
representatives of their respective presbyteries ; and consequently chosen and com- 
missioned by their representees. Now, it would seem inequitable to confine a pres- 
bytery, consisting of ten or twelve, or even more ministers, to a representation of 
two in the General Synod, while, perhaps, some other presbytery might be all pre- 
sent. We would respectfully suggest the propriety of enjoining on every presby- 
tery to appoint two ministers with their elders, and allowing them the privilege of 


.inereasing the number to one half of their own constituent members. We concur 


with the opinion that once in two years will be sufficiently frequent for the meeting 
of the General Synod. 

The third resolution contemplates that the decisions of sub-synods be final, except 
in matters of doctrine in whieh only appeals be allowed to the Genera! Synod. 

Whilst the order and discipline of the church should guard against the ene urage- 
ment of unnecessary appeals, yet the rights and privileges of church members sliould 
be carefully secured. The right of appeal is a privilege precious to every meinber 
of Christ’s house: it accords with the maxims of civil liberty, and will not be easily 
relinquished by those who may be particularly and personally interested in it. There 
are many important causes tried in church courts, besides those which involve doc- 
trinal questions, which may give occasion to appeals, either in their progress or deci- 
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sions, and which, perhaps, it would not be safe to prohibit from appearing before the 
highest tribunal. Questions of order may arise, which certainly should not be con- 
fined to the decision of an inferior court, we believe that very few, if any, restrictions 
should be laid on the right of appeal. 

We think our members will be better satisfied to have the way of access to the 
highest tribunal open, and leave the management of causes to the wisdom and discre- 
tion of individuals and courts concerned, 

We concur in the general principles of the last resolution, believing that every 
matter of general interest should be under the direction of the General Synod. 

We prefer a division into sub-synods to a meeting by a delegation. Without 
such a division it is manifest some members would seldom if ever appear beyond the 
bounds of their respective presbyteries. If you should adopt the delegate system 
without the intermediate expedient of sub-synods, members would have to travel 
equally as far as they now have, and under the same inconvenience, while presby- 
teries would most likely appoint their most active and influential members to at- 
tend the Synod. If such would be the course pursued by presbyteries, it would tend 
to indulge some in privacy, manifestly to their own injury, and to the general in- 
jury of the church; while it would leave the government of the church in the hands 
of those who, either from their own desire or appointment, would attend tne general 
meetings. 

Although not especially called upon to report on the report of the committee on 
missions ; yet from your order respecting that report we take the liberty to observe 
that— 

1. The Church of Christ is by her divine constitution pledged to exert herself in 
missionary labors. To her, and to her alone, has Zion’s King committed the work 
of evangelizing the world. That ‘the law shall go forth from Zion, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem,” is assigned by Isaiah as the reason, that ‘‘ many peo- 
ple shall go and say, come ye, and Jet us go up into the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths.” Every effort to spread the Gospel must be in a great measure fruitless, while 
the directions of the Holy Spirit are disregarded, and the institutions of Christ un- 
employed ; nor should the lovers of truth and order neglect this necessary and all- 
important part of christian duty. 

2. Whilst we have reason to hopetthat much good would result from the labors of 
your missionaries, we believe that the effort would produce an abundant harvest at 
home. The Associate Cuurch has been reproached, (we believe, however, un- 
justly) with being opposed to missionary labors. Her members could not consistent- 
ly unite in promiscuous and unpresbyterial missionary enterprizes ; and while her 
enemies loudly reproached, many of her members privately complained that their li- 
berality was restrained from being employed, in the spread of the gospel to the be- 
nighted nations of the earth. These complaints have been changed to strong but 
respectful petitions, (we might say remonstrances) to your reverend Synod, en- 
treating you, to whom it properly belongs, to afford them an opportunity of contri- 
buting of that worldly wealth with which God has blessed them, for the salvation 
of benighted heathens. Their prayers will be heard, and we trust their efforts 
blessed in the renewal ofa liberal and christian spirit at home, and the increase of 
our blessed Redeemer’s kingdom abroad. We have only to add, that we concur in 
the spirit and general tenor of the resolutions presented by your committee on mis- 
sions and lying on your table. 

Another important subject will occupy your attention at the present session of 
Synod, viz: the first resolution of your committee on slavery, left over from your 
last meeting. We have always been opposed to the granting of any privilege toour 
members of continuing to participate in this iniquitous traffic ; nor would we now 
encourage any evasion of the act of Synod respecting it. But we doubt the propri- 
ety of passing such a resolution at the present time, without making some efficiet 
provision in the room of those set aside. The act of 1851 was passed in faith of 
having the provisions of said act carried into effect by Synod. If this be impracti- 
cable, let others be substituted, which will answer the intended purpose, and let it 
not be said that ata time like this, when the jealousy of the southern, or slave 
states, is already excited, we, by the passage of this resolution, would cut off our 
brethren of the south from the communion of the church, and from all hope of our 
interference in their behalf. It is well known that the southern governments, as well 
us citizens, are aroused to a jealous watchfulness of their laws and institutions by the 
conduct of Northern citizens and associations, who in almost every possible way in- 
sist upon the immediate and unqualified emancipation of the slaves. It is also said 
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that almost every barrier that civil power can construct has been opp: sed to their 
emancipation, and doubtless present circumstances will not allow greater facilities 
than formerly. If your reverend Synod pass this resolution, you w ill be considered 
by the southern governments and people, as the abettors of insurrection and civil 
war. Prejudice will be raised against your principles and practice, not easily eradi- 
cated. But let your reverend body, in this difficult matter, act in the true spirit of 
vour fathers, at one and the same time manifest your abhorrence of slavery and your 
respect for civil authority. Faithfulness to yourselves requires you to pursue such 
a course. The act of 1851 was passed in the faith, that the Synod would appoint an 
agent, aud exert herself to redeew the church in the south from al] connection with 
slavery. Your southern members declare themselves willing to give up their slaves 
to your agent, whilst they insist that existing laws prevent them from giving them 
a legal emancipation in their own states. If these things be true, would not the 
passing of this resolution bind a heavy burden on them, which you yourselves are 
not willing to touch with one of your fingers? But the act of 1881, more than sug- 
gested to our brethren of the slaveholding states, certain ways by which its purpose 
might be carried into effect. It promised co-operation and assistance, and we think 
Synod would do well to consider the effect of a breach of faith, with her own mem- 
bers, as well as the irritation of public feeling, and unnecessary provocation of pre- 
judice against the principles and practices of the Associate Church. 

In your act for fasting last year, you mentioned as your first reason, insubordina- 
tion to good and wholesome laws, and setting the civil authorities at defiance. Al- 
though the laws on slavery are not good and wholesome, yet the civil authorities 
support these laws. But this resolution if passed, will either excommunicate some 
of your southern members, or oblige them to uct in opposition to the civil anthori- 
ties under which they are, in Divine Providence, placed. We think the provisions 
f the act of 1831 should be faithfully followed by Synod, or some other expedient 
idopted equally consistent with the principles of the Associate Church on the sub- 

ct of slavery, and a due respect for the civil authorities under which they are 

lae id. 
irther, we are sorry to state that a scandalous report has been circulated against 
« character of Mr. Beggs, on account of which we have suspended him from the 
ise of his oflice, until the case be legally,inyestigated. 
fy order of Presbytery, 
DANIEL McLANE, Moderator. 
ALEXANDER BOYD, Presbytery Clerk. pro tem. 
On motion, resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to pre- 
? 
pare a minute respecting the Synod’s acceptance of the reference of a 
1° . ¢ a: * . 
libel against the Rev. A. Stark, by the Presbytery of Albany. Messrs. 
Beveridge, Clokey, and Bankhead Boyd, were appointed said committee. 
a al - . - . ° ~ 
I'he committee of bills and overtures presented a report, on the over- 
ture respecting geographical boundaries. After considerable discussion, 
the report as amended, was adopted, and is as follows, viz: “It is the 
opinion of your committee that it would be inexpedient to set aside the 
rule establishing geographical lines between congregations, as obliga- 
toryinallordinary cases. They would recommend, however, that Synod 
declare their mind, that though no member should be attached to any other 
congregation, without a regular dismission from that of which he has been 
a member, yet in cases, where there is opposition to such dismission, the 
Dil edna altatt # een Sa ee — , ete! - 
Presbytery shall judge whether there would be such an increase of dis- 
tance, such inconvenience, or other causes by the change of membership, 
as would occasion scandal and if not, they shall not sustain the opposition, 
“JAS. P. MILLER, 
“T. BEVERIDGE, 
“ ALEX. T. McGILL.” 
. x ; : 
_From the decision adopting the above report, Mr. Heron entered his 
dissent. 


afternoon, 


Mr. Thompson having been absent a part of yesterday 
without leave, his excuse was heard and sustained. 
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The following question was proposed to Synod, and answered in the 
affirmative, viz: “ Have Presbyteries a right to alter the geographical 
lines between congregations, which have long existed, if it appear to 
them equitable to do so?” 

The committee of appeals reported in the case of the appeal by the 
Rev. A. Stark from the decision of the Presbytery of Albany, which 
had been referred to them for consideration. Their report was, on 
motion, recommitted, and the minutes of the Presbytery of Albany 
were ordered to be put into the hands of the committee. 

The following Theological students were, on motion, ordered to be 
taken on trials for licensure, viz: Messrs. Wm. Bruce, Joseph McKee 
and John M. Scroggs, by the Presbytery of Muskingum; Messrs. 
Samuel Douthet and James McGill, by the Presbytery of Shenango. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. 

Members present asabove. Reud the minutes of the forenoon sitting. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Presbytery of Albany be directed 
to take Mr. Chauncey Webster on trial for licensure. Messrs. Heron 
and ‘Thompson requested it to be marked, that they voted in the nega- 
tive. 

On motion, it was resolved, that Mr. Samuel McArthur be considered 
a student of the second year. 

The following resolution was offered, and, on motion, Jaid on the ta- 
ble, viz: “ Resolved, That it be henceforth an indispensable rule that 
no man be licensed in our church as a preacher, nor admitted from other 
churches, until he have formally sworn and subscribed our covenant 
bond.” 

Mr. Clokey was, at his own request, released from the committee of 
supplies, and Mr. Hindman substituted in his room. 

The committee, appointed to draught a minute relative to the Syn- 
od’s acceptance of the reference from the Presbytery of Albany, reported 
the following, which was, on motion, adopted, viz: “It is judged proper 
to state as the reasons of this proceedure, that Mr. Stark, after having 
been cited three different times by the Presbytery of Albany, had pro- 
tested against their proceeding to any trial in his case, not accompa- 
nying this protest with any appeal to the Synod; and that he had in 
this protest made such charges against the presbytery, that they judged 
it not suitable fer them to proceed to try him in his absence, as might 
have been done agreeably to the Book of Discipline: so that there ap- 
peared to be no alternative to Synod, but, either for them to try Mr. 
Stark, according to the earnest request of the Presbytery of Albany. 
or suffer him to remain under charges of the most serious nature, with- 
out an attempt either to vindicate or convict him. To this course Mr. 
Stark himself can make no reasonable objection. Having declined the 
authority of the Presbytery, there could be no other court, but the 
Synod, competent to try him. 

“THOMAS BEVERIDGE. 
“J. CLOKEY, 
“B. BOYD.” 

The Synod resumed the subject under consideration last evening, viz, 
the appeal of Mr. Anderson and others, {rom the decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge, in the case of Dr. Bullions. A memorial from 
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the congregation of Cambridge was read. This, with the papers read 
last evening, and the minutes of the Presbytery of Cambriage, Was re- 
ferred to the committee of appeals. 

Mr. Campbell asked and obtain ‘d leave of absence for the remainder 
of the present sitting. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered and adopted, 
viz: “‘The synod having taken into consideration the reports of the 
Presbyteries, respecting a division into particular synods, subordinate 
to a General Synod, agreed to postpone a final decision on this measure, 
and in the mean time to appoint a committee to prepare asystem of 
rules for the regulation of said synod, to be reported to Synod, and if 
approved, to be laid before the Presbyterics as an overture for their 
judgment.” Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs Beveridge and Miller were ap- 
p ynted said committee. 

Adjourned till the usual hour on Monday mornivg. Closed with 
prayer. 

Monday, May 30th: 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. lead the minutes of last sitting. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, vi 

No. 14. A communication from the Rev. Dr. Brace, complaining of 
an alledged alteration in the published minutes, on the subject of the 
Synod’s decision of last year, in reference to our connection with the 
Associate Synod of original seceders in Scotland; and renewing his 
protest, which had been then withdrawn. 

This paper was, on motion, relerred to a select committee, with or- 
ders to report to-morrow morning. Messrs. lieron, Beveridge, and B. 
Boyd, were appointed saidcommittee. No. 15. A communication from 
Mr. John McAllister of this city, with regard to the bequest of his de- 
ceased father, accompanied with a preamble and certain resolutions, 
submitted to Synod, in reference to said bequest. ‘These papers were, 
on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Dr. Kamsay and 
Messrs. Miller and Martin. 

At the request of Mr. Miller, as executor of the estate of Mrs. Elea- 
nor Henry, deceased, a committee was appointed to audit his accounts 
in reference to the legacy left to Synod by the deceased. Messrs. 
Moses Robertson and Wm Cummings were appointed said committtee. 

Papers relating to an appeal by the Rev. Thomas Allison, from a 
decision of the Presbytery of Chartiers, referred to in the report of said 
Presbytery, were given in, and, on motion, referred to the committee 
of appeals. 

The committee of appeals reported on the appeal of the Rev. A. 
Stark, from a decision of the Presbytery of Albany. ‘Their report was, 
on motion. laid on the table. 

The draught of an act for a Fast, was read, and, on motion, recom- 
mitted for correction. Mr. Martin was, on motion, added to the com- 
mittee. 

The Synod proceeded to the order of the day, viz: the subject of 
Missions. ‘Che majority of the committee of missions presented a re- 
por’, which was recommitted, with instructions to report to-morrow 
moruing. 

The report of the commitice on appeals, on the appeal of the Rev. 
A. Stark, was on motion, called up. After some discussion, it was, on 





Th 


en 


—- £7 


= 








Minutes of Synod. 31 


motion, resolved, that testimony be taken on oath, in reference to cer- 
tain facts involved in this case. 

Mr. Walker having taken the chair, the testimony of the Moderator 
was taken and recorded, and the Synod adjourned till the usual hour. 
Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 
The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. 
Members present as above. The minutes of the last mee 
read and approved. 
Papers being called for, there was given in and read, No. 16, the 
: 1 out of the pre’ 


ing, were 


report of the Presbvtery of Alleghany. which, althoug 


‘ribed time. was received, and, on motion, referred to the same com- 





nittee to which the communication of Dr. Brace had been referred. 
R po t of the Presbyte r of Alle ghany. 
Since the last meeting of Sy nothing very remarkable has occurred amone us. 
We \ issy t consider, that a censider e part of « cK try is new, and 
i ( ul j Fe of i ! : i tie inter ts of re ron ¢ ot 
t 8) flor 3m supply than we] d 
f ld a | ! tri | ( he Ja rs ¢ ir unsettled ministers. 
\ iderable part ¢ young men has been se \ out r EVE en 
eu 1 the boun ( r pre terv. Wie e Synod vy ttend to our ¢ us 
ror’ irticularity in future yponntme Ss. 

We ive consice} t ‘ e Sy d, pt y ect creailer, in one 

\ by delegation; or in -synods, and, every secon in general syn 
y\ ive aecia In InVOol Sub- hoe * but w 1 preter ¢ er ot the plans that 
1M we meet at esent Presbytery are of opinion t it our pres it planis ha- 
to more and greater abuses than either of the proposed systems could be; and 
tits no security for the steady and regular administration of the principles 
f our public profession, but expo us to sudden changes and unsteadfastness. FE. 
- This present meeting at Philadelphia was urged at last Synod, because of busi- 
ess | me of the Eastern Presbyteries, which would require such meeting ; and 
» report could be made of this b iness by members, neither had presbyteries Te- 
rted it. Now, were a number of members ill-disposed towards our principles, or 
letermined on new schemes, (a thing of which we have no suspicion) liow easily 
their designs be accomplished at such a thin meeting, and such an unequal re- 
resentatiol il obvieusly be in our Synod. We hope Synod will consider this 





iut question in all its bearings on the interests of the church, and settle on 
such a plan, as may better tend to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace. ‘ ; 

‘There was a cal] moderated in January last, for Mr. —— Galbraith, in the con- 
cregations of Bethel, Turtle creek, Freeport, aud Warren, and sustained at our Jast 
meeting. We hope Synod will send him inim diately into cur bounds, that the call 

vy be presented to him. Our next meeting is on the fourth Wednesday of June, 





may 
at Indiana. All who know any thing of the distressed and distracted situation of 
these congregations must know that their call for a settlement is very urgent. We 
vould fondly hope that Synod sympathize with us in thinking on the desolations of this 
portion of Zion; and that every obstacle, which may lie in the way of building up 
the old wastes, will yield to this call of Providence. 

We beg leave to call the attention of Synod to an error in the printed minutes of 
Synod, in their last decision in reference to our connection with the original seceders 
in Scotland. The word act is used instead of the word fact. We know that fact 
is the term that was usedin Synod, when the decision was passed. et, as it stands 
inthe connection, besides having a tendency to convey incorrect ideas, represents 

' 


Synod as reasoning absurdly. We think it strange, that. after the minds of the 


members having been ap; | with such intensity to this subject, and the interest ta- 
ken in this last decision, all, any such error should appear in the record. W< 
think it necessary that ils error be corrected by giving a true copy of that decision 
In the next minutes of Synod. , 

We send herewith a ev ‘ted statement of our statistical table, except as re cards 


the pumber of families and communicants, which we cannot, just now, ascer- 











32 Minutes of Synod. 


tain; but which, against another year, we hope to be able to furnish also. The ap 
pointments of Synod have, as far as known, been observed by presbytery. 


JOHN HINDMAN, Presbytery Clerk. 

Proceeded with the business left unfinished in the forenoon, viz: the 
report of the committee on the appeal of Mr. Stark. 

The testimony of the Rev. P. Campbell was taken and recorded. 

A communication from the Rev. A. Stark relative to his case, was 
then read. The members of the Presbytery of Albany were heard, and 
the members of the Synod having expressed their views at some length. 
the question was taken on the report of the commitee, as amended, and 
carried unanimously “adopt.” The report is as follows, viz: ‘The 
committee on appeals, to whom was referred reasons of protest from the 
Presbytery of Albany, with their answers, report: That they find the 
case contained in those papers to have orignated in a motion, made at 
the commencement of the trial of Mr. Webster, on a libel, which motion 
was—“ Resolved, that it is contrary to the discipline of the church to 
allow a person to attempt to prove what he has already declared to be 
unfounded.” This resolution was, on motion, rejected. Against this de- 
cision Mr. Stark protested for reasons to be given in. This protest was 
not admitted. Against this decision, not admitting his protest, Mr. 
Stark protested and appealed; which latter protest and appeal is now 
the case before Synod. On this your committee submit the following 
resolutions. 

“ First: That though the question immediately at issue is on the de- 
cision of Presbytery refusing to admit the first protest by Mr. Stark, 
yet, as both parties have recognized the primary question in their rea- 
sonings, it ison this the decision of Synod should turn, viz: Is it contra- 
ry to the discipline of our church to allow a person to attempt to prove 
what he has already declared to be unfounded ? 

Second, ‘That the reason of this appeal appears to be without founda- 
tion. From the testimony of the moderator and Mr. Campbell, it has 
been proved to the satisfaction of Synod, that the paper which Mr. Stark 
alledges to have beena retraction of the charges, made by Mr. Web- 
ster against him in a certain pamphlet, was never subscribed or assented 
to by Mr. Webster in the form, in which it is given in Mr. Stark’s rea- 
sons of appeal. Mr. Webster had only agreed to retract one or two 
statements ne specting which he had becn deceived. The term some used 
by Mr. Webster, was changed into ad/, and other alterations, to which 
Mr. Webster had never agreed, were made both by Mr. Stark and a 
committee of conference, before the paper went into the hands of Mr. 
Stark. This paper was also obtained by Mr. Stark, on the express con- 
dition that no ase was to be made of it injurious to Mr. Webster, which 
condition has been manifestly violated, in a manner discreditable to the 
appellant. Resolved, therefore, that the appeal be not sustained. 

On motion, resolved, that as exceptions have been taken against the 
papers of Mr. Stark on various accounts, these papers are hereby re- 
ferred to the Presbytery of Albany, to deal with him respecting them. 

Dr. Ramsay asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder 
of this sitting. 

The committee on the question of sub-synods, presented a report, 
which was read, and, on motion, laid on the table. 

The request of the Presbytery of Miami for the establishment of the 
boundary line between said Presbytery and the Presbytery of Muskin- 
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gum, was called up and granted. The line to ran as designated in the 


report of the Pri sbytery of Miami. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered and adopted, 
viz :— 

* Information having been received by the Synod, that the Rev. John 
Wallace has not fulfilled any of the appointments given him by Svnod 
atits last meeting, but that he has abandoned his profession of religion 
in connection with this church, and thus violated the engagements made 
at his ordination, without assigning any reason for so doing: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Presbytery of Muskingum be directed to take 
measures to deal with him, in order to bring him to a sense of his sin, 
anda return to his duty. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 


Tuesday, May 31. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. 

Membe VS present as above, toge ‘ther with the Rev. A. Stark, from 
the Presbytery of Albany. The minutes of last sitting were read and 
approved, 

The call to Mr. Patterson, from the congregations of Sharon, Neily’s 
Creek, &c., was presented, but Mr. P. not seeing his way altogether 
clear, its presentation was, on motion, delayed for the present. 

Mr. Beveridge stated, that he had received $100, a donation from a 
friend to the secession church, to purchase books for the library belong- 
ing to the Theological Seminary. The committee already appointed 
by the board of managers for the purpose, were, on motion, authorized 
to appropriate the donation to its specified obje ct. 

The synod proceeded to the order of the day, the libel against Mr. 
Stark, referred by the Presbytery of Albany ; Mr. Clokey in the chair. 

The question was first taken on the admissibility of the libel, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, with one dissenting vote. 

The several articles of charge contained in the libel, were then sepa- 
rately read, and the question of relevancy, on each, decided in the atfir- 
mative, with the exception of the last charge, which was, on motion, 
laid on the table for the present. 

Before proceeding to the proof, Mr. Stark stated that he was not 
prepared for trial, having rece fee ‘d such short notice, that the Svnod in- 

tended to try the libel to day. Whereupon, a motion was made to rest 
raves proceedings, in order to aflord Mr. Stark farther time to pre- 
pare for trial. A‘ter a free discussion, the question being taken the 
motion was negatived. From this decision Mr. Brown entered his 
dissent. 

Messrs. Banks and A. Boyd were, on motion, added to the commit- 
tee of supplies. Mr. Hutcheson asked and obtained leave of abseuce 
for this afterooon. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. 
Members present as above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting 
were read and approved. 


On motion, resolved, that the following explanation be given of the 
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motion negatived in the close of. the forenoon’s sitting, viz: that the 
object of said motion was to give Mr. Stark time for preparation be- 
yond the present meeting. 

The report of the select committee, on the communication of Dr. 
Bruce and the report of the Presbytery of Allegany, was read, and on 
motion adopted, as follows, viz : 

“The committee to which were referred the letter of Dr. Bruce and 
the report of the Presbytery of Allegany, beg leave to state, that after 
careful examination of the printed copy of the act of the last Synod, in 
relation to the original seceders of Scotland, with the act recorded by 
the clerk, they find no variation between them, except a typographical 
error, slightly obscuring, but no ways affecting the meaning of said act. 
This error consists in substituting the word act for fact, in the last 
sentence of this deed, which we are persuaded was the consequence of 
oversight, and not of design. The alteration supposed by Dr. Bruce to 
have been intentionally and deceitfully made, and on the ground of 
which he proposes to renew his protest, has, as we believe, no existence 
but in his own mind. The committee are sorry to find in these papers 
some severe reflections upon brethren, for which there appears to be 
no just foundation; and they recommend that Synod should express 
their decided disapprobation of bringing charges before them, whether 
true or false, in this informal manner. 

“ANDREW HERON, 
“'T. BEVERIDGE, 
“B. BOYD.” 

Mr. Martin requested from Synod an attested copy of Dr. Bruce’s 
letter, which was ordered. 

Proceeded with the business left unfinished in the forenoon sitting, 
viz., the libel against Mr. Stark, Mr. Clokey in the chair. 

The proof of the 1st charge in the libel, viz. that of “writing and publish- 
ing pamphlets and letters of a mendacious, calumnions, and ribaldish cha- 
racter,” was produced, viz. the recorded testimony of the Rev.P. Bullions, 
as taken by the Presbytery of Albany, on the trial of C. Webster, in the 
presence of Mr. Stark. Also a note in the pamphlet entitled “ The case 
of Dr. Bullions fairly stated,” in corroboration of which the written testi- 
monyof the Rev. P. Campbell, and Messrs. Joha Law and Andrew Kirk- 
patrick, as taken in the case above mentioned, in the presence of Mr. 
Stark, was admitted and read as testimony. From the admission of 
the testimony of the three last-mentioned witnesses, Mr. Heron entered 
his dissent. 

The question was then taken, “Is the Ist charge in the libel, of 
writing and publishing the pamphlets specified in the libel, viz., “‘ A true 
and faithful history of the trial of Dr. Bullions’—*“ A letter to the As 
sociate Presbytery of Cambridge”—and “ The case of Dr. Bullions fairly 
stated,;’ proved as charged against Mr. Stark? This was decided in 
the aflirmative by a vote of 22 to 7; Messrs. Banks, Alexander Boyd, 
Thompson, Edwards, and Brown, entering their dissent. 

Before proceeding to inquire into the character of said pamphlets as 
specified in the libel, it was, on motion, agreed to postpone this for the 
present, and to pass on to the proof of the other charges in the libel. 

Mr. Campbell asked and obtained leave of absence. 

The 2d charge in the libel, viz., “defaming and slandering church 
courts,” was considered under its three specifications, viz: “defaming 
and slandering the Associate Synod”—* defaming and slandering *h> 
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Synod’s commission of 1832”—and “ defaming and slandering the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of Cambridge,” and under all these specifications, was 
voted prov ed. 

The 3d charge, viz., “ slandering and defaming the character of indi- 
viduals,” as instanced in the following individuals, viz: Rev. Messrs. 
James Wallace, D. Gordon, James Irvine, James Martin, Abraham An- 
derson, and Mr. Chauncey Webster, was voted proved. 

The 4th charge, viz., “lying,” on all the specifications of the libel, as 
far as examined, was voted proved. 

The {th charge, viz., ‘ injurious misrepresentations of the acts of 
ministers and of church. courts,” was voted proved. 

The 6th charge, viz., “ publishing letters and pamphlets breathing an 
infidel spirit, of an infidel tendency, “and containing profanations of God’s 
holy word,” was also voted proved. 

Before proceeding to the remaining articles of the libel, the Synod 
adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 


Wednesday, June 1. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. 

Members present as above, except that Mr. Stark was absent, with- 
out leave, and Mr. Wm. 8S. Young, ruling elder, attended in the room of 
James Auld. ‘The minutes of the last sitting were read and corrected. 

The committees appointed to examine the records of the Presbyte- 
ries of Cambridge, Albany, and Philadelphia, reported, and their re- 
ports were, on motion, accepted. 

The report of D. Murphy, Assistant Treasurer, was read, and on 
motion referred to the committee on the funds. 











Daniel Murpiy in account with Synod in Synod’s fund, From Philada cong. (quarterly collections,).. 26 00 
Dr. |From Win. Morris Esq.(Baltimore)dgnation, 50 60 
To balance in treasurer's hands as per last ennai: 
report,..... - $37 70 S855 53 
May 29, To cash from Unity "congregation, Cr. 
New Athens, Harrison Co, Ohio, per Rev. May 29, by cash hep d Rev. A. Heron, Clerk of 
. pierre r. eee er ee 10 00) Sy nod, ope! : - $100 00 
From Mr. John ‘Ashton, per Rev. D. Gordon, ‘Balance, ets 
(donation)... 7 00 ~<a 
From Salem cong. Ww ashington. Co. N.Y. $te5 53 
per Rev. D. Gordon, . . ee 5 10| 
From Bovina cong. Delaware Co. N.Y. er |Daniel Murphy in account with Synod in Missionary 
Rev. J. Graham,... 19 00; Fund, Dr. 
From a on an d Low: er 76 ha ance eford € ong. |'To balance in hand as per last report,...... #49 49 
York Co. Penn. per Rev. J. Adams,..... 11 00! May 27, to exsh from Mr. John eens South 
From os cong. N.Y. per Mr. John E dw: ards, 57 16) Argyle, j 5 00 
From Massies Creek cong. Green Co. Ohio, [Mi ay 27, tu cash ‘from Mr. Daniel Ww. illiamson, 
per Geo, Galloway Esq. ° 2000) Purnam, W ashington Co. N. Y. per Rev. 
From Hebron cong. W ashington Co. N. ¥. PGA cco bo renee sewed O8a0" 5 00 
per Rey, A. Anderson, . . . 10 64) conpesiemens 
From Florida cong. Shenect: ady c Oo. . N. "Y. per | $59 49 
Rev. P. Campbe't,. i 10 00 — 

From Mr. Robert §: ott’s lega y Sug: rc reek, Daniel Murphy in account with Synod in Student's 
Green Co. Ohio, per Rev. A. Heron,.. . .. 00 00 Fund, Dr. 
From Xenia cong. Green Co. Ohio, “S it Rev. To cash in hand, as per last report,. - $264 00 

A Heron, ... 20 OU May 28, to cash from 1 pare s dividend ‘Com- 
From Cesar ‘3 Cr ree ek ¢ cong. . Gre en c o. ‘Ohio, ; mercial bank stock,... ---» 99 00 
per Rev. A. Heron,. ; 10 00° ene 
From Timber Ridge, Eb e D aZil AP and ol Pro- $363 00 
vidence, Roxbridge Co. Va. per Rev. H. 
Thowpsen, ..ccccsccscccccosccccce 16 80| Daniel Murphy in account unt with Synod in Theological 
From North Argyle cong. Washington Co. Halt. Fund, Dr. 
N. Y. per Mr. John Robertson,........ 9 63)May 27, to cash from inst. on Eleanor Henry’s 
From Cambridge cong. Washingtun Co. ne legacy, per Rev. J. P. Miller, 77 07 
Y. per Mr. John Robertson,..... 12 70|Mav 21, to cash from interest on Mrs. Ww hite- 
From South Argyle cong. Ww ashington 0. side’s legacy, per Rev. A, White,........ 19 00 
N. Y. per Mr. Moses Robertson,........ 26 50 —_— — 
—-— $95 07 
#783 53) The above is acorrect report of the state of the 
May 30, to cash from Albany cong. N. Y. per lifferent funds belonging to the Synod in my hands. 
Rev. J. Martin,. ... ea | DANIEL, MURWVHY, Assistant Treasurer, 





Philadelphia, June 1, 1936, 
The Synod proceeded to the business left unfinished last evening, 
viz., the libel against Mr. Stark, Mr. Clokey in the chair. 
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The 7th charge in the libel, viz., “employing scurrillous aud ribald- 
ish language,” was considered and voted prove sd. 

The Synod resumed the consideration of that part of the Ist charge 
in the libel, which had been postpone ‘d, being the character of the pamph- 
lets in question, as ‘mendacious, calumnious, and ribaldish.’ The 
question being taken as to the fact of this being their characier, was 
unanimously answered in the affirmative. The question was then ta- 
ken on the whole of the first charge, which was voted proved. 

On motion, resolved, that the Sth charge in the libel, viz.. “ entering a 
civil suit against a member of his own communion for an alledged libel 
on his character, without having first submitted the matter to the adju- 
dication of the appropriate church court, be dismissed.” 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed to bring in a re- 
port at next meeting of Synod, on the question embraced in the last 
article of charge. Messrs. Anderson and Miller were appointed said 
comunpittee. 

The final question was then taken on the whole libel as considered, 
viz., “Is the libel prone ” and carried in the affirmative by the fol- 
lowing vote, viz: 

Yeas—Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs. Walker, Anderson, Martin, Miller, 
Beveridge, Smart, Graham, Gordon, Wm. Easton, B. Boyd, Adams, 
McGill, Hindman, Clokey, and J. Easton, ministers, and Messrs. John 
Robertson, Moses Robertson, Putnam, Smith, Cummings, Galloway, 
Geery, Hutcheson, ruling elders—24. 

Nuys—Messrs. Heron, Thompson, Banks, A. Boyd, ministers, Brown, 
and Kdwards, ruling elders—6. 

A paper, subseribed by Mr. Stark, was now handed in and read, and, 
on motion, referred to the committee on appeals. 

The question now arising, “ What censure shall be inflicted on Mr. 
Stark!” the following re solution was offered and adopted, by a vote 
of 22 to 7—a brother having been previously employed in praver—viz : 

* Resolved, That the Rev. Andrew Stark be suspended indefinitely 
from all the functions of the gospel ministry, and from the communion 
of the church of Christ; and that the Rev. A. Heron be appointed to 
intimate this sentence, on next Lord’s day, to the First Associate Con- 
gregation of New-York.” 

On motion, resolved, that the Rev. J. Clokey be appointed to preach 
in the Ist congregation of New-York, on the 2d and 3d Sabbaths of 
June. 

The clerk of Synod, was, on motion, instructed to give Mr. Stark of- 
ficial intimation of the Synod’s decision in his case. 

Extracts from the Minutes of Synod were craved on behalf of Mr. 
Stark, in relation to the case just issued. The request was granted. 

The committee of appeals reported on the appeal of the Rev. Tho- 
mas Allison from a decision of the Presbytery of Chartiers, which had 
been referred to them. ‘The papers connected with the appeal were 
read, viz: a statement respecting the facts of the case, made by the 
clerk of the Presbytery of Chartiers, and Mr. Allison’s reasons of pro- 
test, with thePresbyv tery’s s answers. ‘The members of the Presbytery 
yresent were heard in explanation: and a written communication from 
Mr. Allison was read. ‘The members of Synod procecded to express 
their views, but before going over the roll, the Synod adjourned tll the 
usual hour, Messrs. Geery and Edwards having first obtained leave of 
absence for the remainder of the meeting. Closed with prayer. 
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Half past 2 P. M 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. 

Members present as above. The minutes of last sitting were read 
and approved, ; 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read a petition from 
certain individuals in the congregation at Baltimore, praying the Synod 
to defer the presentation of the call from the 2d Associate Congrega- 
tion of New-York. to Mr. H. H. Blair, until the Presbytery of Phil- 
adelphia have time to act on a petition now before them, for the mode- 
ration of a call in the congregation of Baltimore. Whereupon, it was, 
on motion, resolved, that the petitioners be informed by the clerk, that 
the call from New-York has been already presented and accepted. 

Proceeded with the business lett unfinished in the forenoon sitting, 
viz., the appeal of Mr. Allison. The views of the members of Synod 
were heard in detail, and the question put, “ sustain the appeal or not,” 
and carried “sustain,” by a vote of 14 to 9. Messrs. Hindman and 
Heroneraved their dissent to be marked from this decision. 

The next meeting of Synod was appointed to be held in the city of 
Pittsburgh, on the 4th Wednesday of May next, at 4 o’clock P. M. 
Sermon at half past 7. 

The motion, of which notice was given last year, as published in the 
minutes of Synod,viz., to set aside the rule which requires the Synod 
to be held alternately on the East and West of the Alleghany moun- 
tains, Was proposed, and after a brief discussion, decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. B. Boyd asked ant obtained leave of absence for the remainder 
of the present sitting. 

In order to prepare the way for the presentation of the call to Mr. 
Patterson, from the congregations of Sharon, Neily’s Creek, Smyrna, 
and Little River, the following question was proposed, viz: 

“ Will the Synod recede from their rule on slavery !” 

The question was answered in the negative. 
sented to Mr. Patterson and rejected. 

On motion, resolved, that the minutes be published in the Religious 
Monitor, and that 500 extra. copies be printed. 
defrayed from the Synod’s funds. 


The call was then pre- 


The expenses to be 


On motion, resolved, that the treasurer be ordered topay to the Rev. 
Mr. Ferrier $6, being a balance due to him for missionary service per- 
formed by the appointment of Synod. 

At the suggestion of the board of trustees of the Theological Semi- 
vary, it was, on motion, resolved, that an allowance of fifty dollars be 
made to Mrs. Jane Carson out of the rent of the Seminary buildings 
due from her. 

The report of the committee of Appeals, on the appeal by Mr. An- 
derson and others, from the decision of the Presbytery of Cambridge in 
the case of Dr. Bullions, was called up and read. After hearing the docu- 
ments connected with the case, it was, on motion, resolved, to postpone 
the farther consideration of it till to-morrow morning. 

On motion, resolved that the travelling expenses of Mr. Clokey to and 
from New-York, be defrayed out of the Synod’s funds. 

On motion, resolved, that the consideration of the answers to Mr. 
Heron’s reasons of protest against the Synod’s act on the publication of 
marriage, as also of the report on slavery lying on the table, be post- 
poned till next meeting of Synod. 
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n motion, resolved, that 150 ¢ pies of the draught.of the book of 
discipline, prepared by the committee, be published for the use of the 
trnembers of Svnod, the work to be issued as an extra. Monitor, in the 
cheapest form, and the expense of publication to be defrayed frem the 
Synod’s fund; and Messrs. Martin and Miller were appointed a com- 
mittee to superintend the publication. 

Messrs. ‘Thompson and Alexander Boyd asked and obtained leave of 


absence for the remaining sittings of Synod. 


a 


Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 


Thursday, June 2. 
he Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
. . a 


mre 


[ 
above. ‘The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

A communication from the Rev. James Adams, relative to the book of 
discipline and the subject of missions, was read, and, on motion, laid on 
the table. 

The above communication contained Mr. Adams’ excuse for abseuce 
from the present meeting, which was sustained. 

The committee on Mr. McAllister’s communication, reported in fa- 
vourof the adoption by Synod of the preamble and resolutions embraced 
n sal communication, ‘The report was, on motion, adopted, with the 
following addition, viz: “ Provided, nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as contrary to the meaning and spirit of the will.” 


Whereas the late John M’Allister of Philadelphia, by his last will and testament 
did bequeath the sum of two thousand doliars, the interest on which, during the pe- 
riod of five years from and after his decease to be applied tothe benefit of the several 
Theological Seminaries, then under the care of the Associate Synod of North Amer- 
ica for the education of students jn divinity, and the said principal sum, after the 
expiration of the said five years, to be divided among the several theological semina- 
ries which might then exist under the inspection of the Synod ; so, however, that at 
least one halt thereof should be applied to such seminary or senainaries as might be 
located to the eastward of the Allegany mountains ; And whereas the executor has 
expressed a willingness to pay over to the treasurer of the Synod the said legacy, 
notwithstanding that no eastern seminary has existed since the decease of the testa- 
tor, provided aresolution should now be passed by the Synod, making provision for 
such futnre disposition of one half of the said legacy, as would be inaccordance with 
the intention of the”’Testator. 

It is therefore hereby resolved, that the interest which has accumulated to this time 
on the whole of the bequest, together with the one thousand dollars, being the one half 
of the principal shall be applied to the benefit of the Theological Seminary at Can- 
onsbure, under the direction of the trustees thereof; and that the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, being the remaining one half part of the said principal sum, shall be 
placed and continued at interest, until the Synod shall establish a Theological Semi- 
nary located to the eastward of the Alleghany mountains ; and that when such a se- 
minary shall have been established, the said sum of one thousand dollars, together with 
the interest which will have accrued thereon, shall be applied to the benefit of the 
said seminary. Provided, nothing herein contained shall be construed contrary to 
the meaning and spirit of the will. 

Resolved, That the clerk ef the Synod furnish to the executor an attested copy of 
the above preamble and resolution, and that they be printed in extenso in the pub- 
lished minutes of the Synod. 


A communication from Mr. Trimble, of Indiana county, in this state, 
was real, relative to the distribution of the minutes of Synod, which 
communication was, on motion, laid on the table. 

The draught of an act for a Fast, as corrected, was read, and, on mo- 
tion adopted. 
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Report of an Ac! for a Fast. 


In order that the chureh of Christ should have communion with God, and her 
members comfortable fellowship one with another, it is necessary that she should 


be encaged in removine the grounds of division and controversy. To gain this ob- 





ject, we should attend to all the ordinances of Divine appointment, and very particu- 

larly to those which serve to discover our weakness, bring our sins to remembrance, 

and humble us betore God. By cor arineg our CONCUE Wilh the divine iaW ih every 
relation we stand, we are compelled I » acknowledge ouilt. 

> +. + . - + ) . - - + +1 P sv 

As a nation we are guity in elevating to places of honor and trust those of our 


fellow-citizens who are professed enemies to God by wicked works, who evidence 
this by living in the world without the pale of the church, using that influence which 
- 


’ 
tOTu 


lin opposition to our God and his Christ. 


their hich stations a 


As a nation we have not rendered to God according to his mereies; we have 


openly, in many instances, arrayed ourselves against him; we have in a great mea- 
the Sabbath. in not only toleratine the violat ’ 


; . 
‘ 
| ation OF TL, Di e. 
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: re set aside th bil a t ¢ babi ( I the 
statute, as inthe case of carrying the mail, required it to be violated, and, moreover, 
we have specially to lament, that Congress has, during the present session, sat ar d 
t nsacted their ofhicia i i the Sabbath, in open violation of th will of ik 
their constituents who with any consistency acknowledge the truth of divine revela- 
tl te 

We re if 0 ] olve l in th sili ¢ iver\ 1 sin cee yand « { idful, whetthe We 
look at the crime itself as dissolving all the natural ti it bind mau to mat I 
in rom ‘ i | aig tits ¢ or reflect upon ciet 
God is calling upon us as he did upon t » Jews ol old, t » break every ve se ana 
the oppressed go tree; and while as citizens we are anxious for the continuation ot 
our federal union, and the happy freedom of our nation, we lament that with the majo 
rity there is great inditierence about the sin, and the want ofa disposition to rid the 


nation of slavery, a ground of God’s controversy with us, and a ground of contro- 


versy with one another, and which, if not removed, will prove our national destruc 


A spirit of insubordination continues to prevail to an alarming extent; public at- 
tempts to suppress free discussion on the dearest rights of the human tamily, by law- 
less mobs, and those winked at in many instances by civil authorities, who are bound 
to keep the peace; arresting the arm of public justice ; abusing the persons of our 
fellow-citizens ; barbarously murdering, and refusing to wait the process of civil 
law, that ordinance of God to which all have a right to appeal: a dark cloud seems 
to be gathering over our once happy land. Slavery, the increasing number of Ro 
man Catholicks, that have always attempted to enslave those nations over whom they 
gained the ascendancy, the want of confidence among the states comprising the 
union, and crime of every kind increasing, portend a storm that will shortly burst, 
unless the, great PRESERVER of men will have mercy. 

As members of the church of Christ we are bound to lament our backsliding state ; 
there is evidently a departed Lord, and a departed glory. Too many have set aside 
divine revelation, even when tixey professedly acknowledge it to be the only rule of 


faith and practice, setting up their own religious impressions and their own feelings 





asthe rule. Herein is the public approbation given to those religions excitements, that 
possess no higher authority, the praise given to those who lead the innovations of the 


day, the honor given to ministers for the efficiency of their labors, due to the Holy 


N } } evi ) ‘ P } ’ 1 ' bs | ] TT ’ . ‘ oo ‘ j 
Spirit alone, and while a laudable disposition to spread the scriptures is manifested, 
there 1s evidently a oreat o} itlon te the spreading ol thei } \ truths. and apre 

} a eh.) ! : , “¢] 
valent spirit to denour 1 ho would make a faithful exhibition of these to the 
I 


= ail ae ee ee _ - a mm wis : 
Asa particular branch of the church, we have much to lament. The spirit ot 
Christ is departing, the dews of the Spirit are small and rare, threatening to leave 
us, i IL has elt ner vranch O: tA CHuUrch, u Darren wa ° nere is evidently too 
much maierence in teaching the parliicu.ar doctrines of tne ¢ hurch, and while we 
still in our public profession, acknowledve the duty of public social covenanting, y 
i s . = 
| 4 } " a t ! } 
have to lament our grear negiect In going forward In this Cuty ; and as we come 
lifierent in maintamine the particular and distinguishing doctrines of our profi 
sion, so we have also to jament a decay in practical piety. either a neglect of duty, 
r deadness in their p ‘rformance, and hence divine ordinances seem to produce less 
ifluence and yield Jess comfort, than in tormer times. when our fathers were more 
eS ee, ee a Se oe olen ¢ ok reer ee es ee, 
ulin the discharge of the duties of their protesston; and we further evidence 
our decay in practical piety, by man log a spirit « subor 1 to our chure!l 
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courts. the easy manner in which we become offended at their decisions, and the 
abuse too often given to the members of these courts who act faithfully in their 
ottice. 

And while we thus confess our sins to God, who is merciful to forgive, we would 
beseech him to remove all ground of controversy, to return and visit the church, and 
pour out his Spirit upon her; especially that he would bless this branch of the church, 
and revive his work amongst us; that he would bless our Theological Hall, and 
enable our Professors in that institution to be faithful in the discharge of their official 
duties ; that he would inspire the candidates for the ministry with a spirit of fidelity 
for the duties of the work to which they are to be called; that they may not be 
ashamed of the glorious gospel of Christ, nor of any of its truths; that he would 
bless this sinful land, arrest the progress of crime, and avert national destruction 
thal now appears to be threatened; that he would destroy the man of sin and save 
the world trom the power of his delusion and the influence of his destroying power, 
and extend the glorious gospel to all nations, that the kingdoms of this world may 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 


The first Thursday of January next is appointed to be observed as the 
day of fasting. 

Messrs. Anderson and PD. Gordon, were appointed a committee to 
draught an act for a fast to be laid before Synod at its next meeting. 

The committee appointed to draught a warning against Popery, pre- 
sented a report, which was read and, on motion, adopted. 


[for want of room this “ warning’ must lie over till the next number. ] 


On motion, resolved that all the Ministers belonging to this Synod, 
be enjoined to read the above warning to their respective congrega- 


¢ . 
LOS. 


‘The committee of appeals presented the following report on the com- 
munication of Mr. Stark, which had been referred to them, which re- 
port, was, on motion, adopted. 


Th, 
il 


e committee on appeals, to which was refered a communication from the Rev. 
A, Stark, report the tollowing resolutions. First ; that though the communication is 
denominated by Mr. Stark, a protest yet it is substantially a declinature, refusing all 
submission to Synod in the case refered to. Second, 

That the communication be refered to the Presbytery of Albany. 
JOSEPH CLOKEY, 
JOHN WALKER, 
JOSEPH BANKS, 
BANKHEAD BOYD. 


The committee of supplies reported a scale of appointments which 
Was read, and, on motion, recommitted. 


On motion, resolved, that the call for Mr. Galbraith reported by the 


Presbytery of Alleghany, be referred to the Presbytery of Cambridge 
for presentation. 


On motion, resolved, that the order of the day be postponed, in order 


to make way for calling up the report of the committee in the case of 
Mr. Donaldson. 


The report was read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows, viz: 


The committee on appeals, to which was refered certain papers from Mr. Donaldson 
report. ‘That they find the contents of these to be ; first complaints against the Presby- 
tery of Ohio, First—tor rejecting his protest against their decision, refusing him re- 
dress from injustice which he alleged was done him in the final settlement of ac- 
counts between him and his late charges; and secondly, for rejecting his protest 
against their decision negativing a petition trom himself and others praying to be 
orgamized into two new congregations secondly a petition that Synod would 


a reconsideration of the whole of his case, by impartial judges. 


crant 

With respect to the complaint your committre consider the first to be groundless 
‘here is no evidence furnished by him, from which we can infer error or fraud either in 
the congregation or Presbytery m the settlement refered t 
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The second is unjust: from Mr. Donaldson own representation the meeting house o 
least one of the branches proy to be formed would be within less than tour miles 
from the present pl ice of worship, whichis too cont lous In country situations, par- 
larly in the ease of small congregations. ‘lo these erections, the majority of the 
regations from which they were to be supplied, ware oppose !; and the only rea- 
ed in favor of them is the want of friendship between those desiring the 
W ¢ yo ratl s vd the from \ om They | s irate 
With respect to the praver o Ir, Donaldson, . ir ¢ nmitte consider that after 
s case | 5 ( 1 at le a) i s Pr vtery, and ondly vv the same Presby- 
sisted by the committee appoi ted by Synod, and there bei rno evidence fur- 
nished, either of irregul irity or injustice in their proceedings, that it would be wrong 
rt ti 
Your committee w suld farther re ort, that Mr. Donaldson | > Fequested to discon- 
tinue all ministerial offices auongst, or in the b uinds of his late charged and that the 
Pres! ry of Ohio be directed to see that this requisition be coniplied with. 


JOSEPH CLOKEY, 

JOHN WALKER, 

BANKHEAD BOYD. 

Proeceded - the business left unfinished last evening, viz: - 

appeal of Mr. Anderson and others from the decision of the Presbyter 
of Cambridge in thee case of Dr. Bullions. ‘The appellants were he od 
in defence of the appeal. Before conclading the Synod adjourned tll 
the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


Half past 2, P. M. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. 
Members present as above. Read the minutes of the forenoon sitting. 

The Synod proceeded with the business left unfinished in the fore- 

noon sitting, viz: the appeal in the case of Dr. Bullions. Mr. John 
Robertson, on behalf of the Presbyte ry of Cambridge, was heard, and the 
parties were removed. ‘The minds of the members of Synod, were then 
expressed at some length. A motion was then made to the following 
eflect, viz: “ Resolved, that the proceedings of the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge in this case be set aside, in consequence of their irregularity in, 
admitting a member of another Presbytezy to act as a judge and vote, 
contri ry to the acknowledged rules of Pres! byterian church discipline. 

“ Resolved, that the Pre ssbyte ry be directe rd to take up the case do 
novo, and to dismiss it upon ‘Dr. Bullions disclaiming any intention to 
contradict the deed of the Presbytery.” 

From the decision adopting the above resolution, Mr. Heron craved 
his dissent to be marked. 

Mr. John Robertson craved extracts from the minutes in this case. 
The request was granted, 

On motion, proceeded to the election of the Board of Trustees for the 
Theological Seminary, and the board of last vear was continued. 

Proceeded to the election of a Board of Managers for the ensuing 
year, and Messrs. French, Walker, Clokey, Hanna, N. Scroggs, B. 
Boyd, and Alex. Wilson, were elected. 

On motion, resolved, that the Synod enjoin it upon their Board of 
Managers to be particular in examining the students on the distinguishing 
principles of our profession. 

On motion. resolved, that the Professors in or Theological Seminary 
be considered ex-otlicio members of the Board of Managers. 

On motion, the following resolutions on Covenanting are laid on the 
table till next meeting of Synod. r 

Resolved, that no licenciate now in our church shall be ordained till he have 
formally sworn and subscribed our covenant bond. 


4* 
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Resolved. that hereafter the board of managers of the Hall shall take care that an 
opportunity of observing the above rule be afforded to the students at the Hall ~ 
often as once in four yeats. — , Vs n 
Resolved, that it be henceforth an undispensible rule, that no man be licensed to 
preach the gospel in our churches nor admitted from other churches, till he have for- 
mally sworn and subscribed our convenant bond. 
On motion, resolved, that the expenses of the Western Mission, be 7 
defrayed out of the funds of Synod, and that the Presbytery of Miami Q 
be authorized to ascertain the amount, an d draw on the ‘Tr 


sasurer. k 

Mr. Walker was, on motion, appointed the Moderator’s alternate to 

preach the Synodical Sermon. : 
On motion, resolved. that the Presbytery of Muskingum, be directed ) 

to supply Mr. Clokey’s pulpit during the time that he is appointed to 

the city of New-York. 


The committee of supplies, reported the scale 


4 


of a pointments as 
amended, which was adopted as follows, Viz: 


Neale of . Ippointin ents. 


Rev. Robert Laing and Rey. Peter Bullions, in Presbytery of Albany, till next 
meeting of Synod. 

Rev, A. Whyte, Cambridge , till next meeting. 

Rey. Mr. Clarkson, Philadelphia, till next meeting. 

Rev. Mr. Ferrier. Shenango, June, July; Alle vhany August, September ; Ohio, 
October, November; Muskingum, December, January; Miami, February, March 


Muskingum, April; Alleghany, May. 

S. McLean, Miami, June, July; Muskingum, August, September; Shenange 
October, November; Alleghany, December, January ; Ohio, February, March, 
April; Muskingum, May. 

Mr. Patterson, Philadelphia, June, July, August; Alleghany 
gois, October, November, December; Ohio, January; Mi 
March ; Miami, May. 

D. Thompson, Ohio, June, July ; Allegany, August ; Philadelphia, a pte mber, 
October, November, December, January ; Albany, February, March ; Cambridge 
Apnil, May. ; 

Mr. Galbraith, Cambridge, June, July, August; Albany, September, October 
November; Alleghany, December, January, February, March, April ; Chartiers, a 

James Dickson, Philadelphia, June, July: Carolinas, August, September, October 
November, December, January ; Miami, I’ebruary, March ; Muskingum, April, May. 

Mr. Hall, Miami, June; Stamford, July, August, September, Oct: ber; Albany, 
till next meeting. 

D. Strang, Michigan, June, July, August, September; Stamford, till the next 
meeting. 

M1. Bruce, Ohio, August; Western Mission, September, October, 
January ; Ohio, February ; Shenango, March; Allegany, April, May. 

Mr Webster, Albany, August; Philadelphia, September, October, November, 
December ; Albany, till next meeting. 

Mr. McKee, Shenango, August; Muskingum, September ; Chartiers, October ; 
Philadelplia, November; Albany, December; Philadelphia, till next meeting. 

John M. Scroggs, Miami, August, September, October; Muskingum, November, 
December ; Bucyrus, January, February, March ; Shenango, April; Ohio, May. 

Mr. Douthet, Shenango, August ; Ohio, September ; Muskingum, October; Mi- 


ami, November; Western Mission, December, January, February, March, April ; 
Miami, May. 


. September; Bucy- 


inguin, Februa 





November, 


Mr. M’Gill, Ohio, August ; Miami, September, October 
December, January ; Philadelphia, till next meeting. 

Mr. Donaldson, Muskingum, June ; Chartiers, July; Muskingum, August, Sep- 
ons iber, October; Miami, November, December, January ; Muskingum, February, 
March; Shenango, April, May. 

Mr, s. 


; Carolinas, November, 


Hindman’s excuse for the non-fulfilment of his appointment to 


Michigan by the Synod at last meeting, was heard and sustained. 


On motion, resolved, that the report on-the subject of missions, be 
laid over tll next meeting of Synod. 
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Oh — resolved, that the overture on a generul synod and sub- 
synods, be printed, and referred Presbyteries to report thereon at 
next meeting of Synod. 

Overture of rules for the General Synod of the Associate Preshyte rian Church of 

eVorth America. 

1. The General Synod shall for the present consist of all the ordained ministers 


belonging to the different Presbyteries and particulor Synods, together with one e 

der trom each congregation having a settled ministry. Said elders to be appe inted 
by arecular meeting of the sessions to which they belong, and their appointment to 
be attested in writing by the Moderator and Clerk. A committee shall be appointes 


} 
at each meeting of the General Synod, to receive their attestations who s hall report 


the names of those regularly attested, and reter to the Synod such cases as may ap- 


2. "The quorum of the General Synod shall be Twenty, of whom at least Sixteen 
shall be ministers, 

The General Synod shall have power to fix the times and places of their meet- 
ings, and to transact all business prope rly pertaining to the supre me judicatory of the 
church. In particular; They shall have power to hear and decide all causes regu- 
larly brought before them by appeal, reference, or complaint. They shall have the 
power of passing acts affecting the general interests of the church, such as acts relat- 
ing to her public profession and testimony, the questions to be put to ministers and 
elders at their ordination, and to preachers at license, the terms of ministerial and 
christian communion and the bond for covenanting, 

It shall belong to them to erect Synods and Presbyteries, and to disjoin Presbyte- 
rom Synods, and annex them to others. They shall not, however, either erect 
ul or Presbytery or disjoin or annex a Presbytery at the meeting at which it 
is first Rend dha unless the consent of the parties interested be offici: ally reported. 

It shall also belong to the General Synod to enact rules for regulating the pro- 


— 


ua Syn 


ceedings of the subordinate courts, and to do whatever else is competent and proper 
tor a court having the supervision ol “the general interests of the church. 


!. The General Synod shall direct as to the admission of young men to the study 
of divinity, the time and particular course of their studies, the appointment of them 
for trials before the different Presbyteries ; and the different Presbyteries to which 
Probationers and ministers without charge, shall be assigned as supplies. They 
shall also retain the inspection and management of the diflerent funds belonging to 
the Synod, and the superinte ndence of the Theological Hall, 

5. ‘The Moderator of the General Synod may call a pro re naiu meeting, provided 
it be recommended | by a re gular meeting in some probab] le nece ssity ; orif any thing 
unforeseen occur, he may call such a meeting with the advice and consent of a ma- 
jority of the Synod, or of the Presbyteries, provided, such contingency occur subse- 
quently to the meetings of the Synods. The notice of such meetings shall be pub- 





iforty da ys previ yusly, and official intimation shall be sent in due season to every 
minister. 

6. No appeal shall be received from a Presbytery to the General Synod in the way 
of passing over the Synod of their bounds, unless the appeal nas been made between 
the time of the meeting of the Provincial and General Synods. 

The particular Synods shall present their books otf record for review at each 
meeting of the General Synod. And it shall be competent to the General Synod 
upon the report of a committee to correct or reverse any of their decisions, which 
are found not in accordance with the word of God, and the standards of this church. 

8. At each meeting of the General Synod, a part of the second day of their ses- 
sions shal] be employed in prayer. 

It shall be a part of their duty to appoint days of fasting, and of thanksgiving 
according as they shall judge themselves called in the providence of God. 

Regulations respecting particular S ynods, 

The particular Synods shall consist of all the ministers and one elder regularly 
canal by his session from each settled congregation, within such bounds as shall 
be —— by the General Synod. ; 

- The quorum of the provincial 8 Synods shi ull be eight, of whom six shall be min- 
isters : and in the case of appeals this number shall be necessary to the trial of such 
appeals, the parties interested not being included. 

3. Business which cannot be determined bya partic ular Synod. because of its bear: 
ing on the general interests of the church, or the interests of some part not compre- 


Be a he ce 
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vended under their jurisdiction shall be referred to the General Synod, and notice 
uch reference shall be given to any portion of ‘the e churcli concerned in the case re- 

t, Where any decision of the particular Synod is considered injurious to truth or 
contrary to justice, any person or persons aggrieved shall have the privilege of com- 
plat ning or ay pealing to the General Synod, and such complaints and appeals shall be 
judge “| according to the rules usué lly observed in suc h eases. 

5, Particular Synods shall have the power of disjoining the cong 
one of their Presbyteries and annexing them to others. “Such dee 
shall be reported, to the 
rev rsed. 


‘recations of any 
isions, however, 
General Synod for review, and may if it be judged proper be 


6. Particular Synods may invite each other's members to sit 


as correspondents 
and if the particular Synods request it, 


the General Synod may appoint such corres- 
pondents to aid in any affairs of peculiar difficulty. 

The Particular Synods shall as soon as practicable transmit any preacher or 
unsettled minister to the Presbytery in their own bounds, or in the bounds of anoth- 
er Synod in which they may have received a call or calls, and the Synod in which 
the Presbytery lies to which the transmission is made, shall be obligated to afford an 
equal portion of sapply to the Presbytery or Presbyteries which might otherwise by 
these arrangements, lose the supply allotted them. 

8. Ifany Synod shall refuse to comply with the petition of a Presbytery having a 
call in their hands for a preacher or unsettled minister, by sending him into their 
bounds, no steps subsequently taken towards calling said minister or preacher in the 
bounds of those detaining him, shall be accounted legal. The above rules shall not 
however, apply in cases where there are competing calls from different Presbyteries 
or Synods. Nor shall any thing in them be so construed as to set aside the rule re- 
quiring probationers to itenerate a year before settlement. 

JAMES RAMSEY. 
JAS. P. MILLER. 
T. BEVERIDGE. 

On motion, resolved, that the treasurer be ordered to pay to Moses 
Todd, $10 for his services as sexton during the present meeting. 

On motion, resolved, that the expenses of the mission to Michigan be 
defrayed out of the Synod’s funds. 

On motion, Synod went into committee of the whole on the subject 
of the Bible Society ; Mr. Walker in the chair. 

When the committee rose the followihg papers were reported, viz: 

The report of Mr. William 8. Young, treasurer. 


Report of the Treasurer of the Bible Society of the sIssociate Church of North 


-/merica. 


Nev. 1535, received from the Rev. Mr. Beve- of Miss Janet Malcoln, per Rev. H. Thomp- 
ridge, former Treasurer, balance in his Pe ey eee ee re 20 20 
hands, . o- 127 48 Jur ie 2, received from West Hebron congre- 
March, 1936. ~ ‘eiver od from Miss Martha Die *k, gation, per Rev. Mr. Anderson,........ 33 40 
per Rev. A. J. McGill, .....-« — 6 00) June 2, received from Albany congregation, 

June 1, 1-36, received from Sale m congrega- per Rev. James Martin,............- 18 44 
tion, N. Y. per Rev. D. Gordon,. ... - 15 00) — 
Received frem South Argyle cong rregation, S24 12 
N. Y. per Mr. Moses Robinson, a . Woo WILLIAM S. YOUNG, 

June 2, received from Baliimore congrega tion, 


A resolution on the subject of the Bible Society, transmitted by the 
Presbytery of Cambridge. 


To the Associate Synod to meet in Philadelphia, May, 1836. 

It is believed that the Executive Committee ofthe Bible Society, appointed by 
Synod, have never met, nor transacted any business belonging to the appointment— 
that by the failure of this Synod’s plan, the efforts of Presbyteries and congregations 
to promote the objects of the institution have been limited and paraiyzed—that monies 
are now kept back, which, on the full operation of the Synod’s plan, would come in- 


to their Society’s funds. As the executive committe have, heretofore, been selected 


from several cities or states, they find a difficulty in meeting which will not be sur- 


mounted without some other regulations. Itis, therefore, respectfully recommended 


to Synod, that as their De »pository and Treasurer are inthe city of P hiladelphia, they 
would also appoint all the members of the Executive Committe in the same city. 
Ry order of the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge. 


A. ANDERSON. 
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[t is suggested that it would tend to promote the object in view according to the 
above memorial, if Synod would appoint one of the Executive Committee as chair- 
man, and a day for their first meeting. A. ANDERSON. 

In accordance with the memorial, Mr. John R. Dickson was ap- 
pointed chairman of the executive committee, and the following gentle- 
men were added, viz: Messrs. D. Eurphy, Robert Laird, William 5. 
Young, and James Ferguson. ‘The above-named committee are ap- 
pointed to hold their first meeting on the first Monday of July next, at 
7 o'clock ,. M. 

The minutes of the present sitting were read and approved, and 
after prayer, singing a part of the 132d Psalm, and the appropriate 
benediction pronounced by the Moderator, the Synod adjourned, to 
meet in Pittsburgh. on the fourth Wednesday of Mav next. 


ANDREW HERON, Clerk. 





























STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 
-_— ——$_—$———= —— —_ — — ———— ——— — —— — 
Ministers. Congregations. | Nearest P. O. Counties. States.\Fam. Com. 
James Adams,.....|Massies Creek,........ ee en Ohio. 97 210 
Nath. Ingles,...... § Burnets Creek,...... Burnettsville....\Carrol........ Ind. 30 58 
za ‘ ? Pleasant Run,....... rrr i Ff do ay 60 
James Tempieton,. Suear Creek,.... . .../\Centreville...... Montgomery. . Ohio 5O 120 
Samuel Wilson,...|\Xenia,....... . sc... OME o¢s0adeak CHOSE Siccss. do 72 170 
James Wallace,...|§ Bellefontaine,........|\Cherokee ....... Logan jae'v as do | 2 60 
CRM sss ccasscased Updeeennatanncan’ DSc ccccsee do | 23 60 
A. Heron,. cceceee Caesar creck, ........+/¢ Jamestown ..... Green.........| do | 40 108 
James C. Bruce, .. Henderson,............ Monmouth ..... Warren,......\Illin’s| 68 |) 160 
J. M. Henderson,. § Carmel, cuicacuiate ..|Smockville ...... Jefferson ‘men, (S 
POMS evecewccsunn [error oe Clarke, ...... do 
a ead § Pistol Creek,..... ..,Maryville...... Blount . . .../Ten. | 
Thos. 8. Kendall. . coe, SE So ea eae Seer do |} 7 158 
2 Fork Creek, ...... ol ek semaaies + x0 4 Monroe.. ....| do 
PMG Sad sascceees Russelvyille...... Ee India. | 
F SIN s4.00.6-ch8 we eae TOeNewe Aa Wed Reninueee bat do | 
| Otter DE v0. vxedlic: sapiens Aatibantionneueull | do } 
|| Big Creek,..... ee Te ee ee es Pree Pe do 
ji eee Madison,....... Jefferson,... .| do 
re Princeton ...... ee cacads do | 
| Ee Se eee At weg AER Ky. | 
. , (eee bs ccchinadeahtaiediaaweuyesuaeiet Tenn. | 
Vacanctes,........ PES cadbedetel néahesioesdsadkcdamaoanteenesee do 
Rocky Spring, ...... Abingdon....... Washington .. Va. 
ai og EL oct needs enais tenon cen eta I}lin’s 
HT btccrsss Ligairsseebe. cnatehgs, ceaesawe do 
2 RRR! Se ee a Es aye TENT do 
| Buffalo,.. i Chen estes: aaqeeed wccakeectas anew Mo. | 
or mnMc aas5 lop ciseavecesens Yaradl aseeeiee do 
1 | Sharon,... crcccccecleccercee seccevelevcs wixieadl do | | 
| Auxvasse, COOH HEO Cees seeseersees (Feeeee seeeees do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIESS. 
Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P. O. Counties.  States.| Fam | Com. 
Wm. Wilson...... § Monteur’s Run...... ERE, Pe Alieghary .... Penn. 40 140 
Ps. in 5Ge steed inex « s+eceses| Washington ..| do 42} 150 
Thomas Allison ...|) Mt. Hope..... .... W. Middletown do oausl, 46 114 
j a A RMON ns ou.5 Wiehe We ga wuccias <a ND vx avec ct Me 26 61 
‘ ee Ramsay ae ee Cannonsburgh..., Washington .. Penn. 122 | 330 
David } reach. .....N. & S. Buffaloe ...... Washington .... do oes do 110 240 
Alex. Donnan ... § Mt. Pleasant ....... Hick WY wc eeeees do -+.| do 105 220 
. i a ene ee ae do a do S35 180 
= ex. Wilson koa NOUN. 5 ccuened cidineses & do ohe wk, ate do 
Vm. M. Mc Elwee, Service & King’s Creek) Frankfort....... Beaver ..0.00 do 116 26-4 
J: Rodgers ....... SNOW « <5 ocd wwlhedknLhenios coc Alleghany, do a0 
= ae ¢ Ohio,.... ee | eee Sea. . paces 70 
ee Boyd,... Pigeon Creek ......... McCuallough’s... Washington.. do 
Hs Beveridge, .. Washington........... W ashington,....) Washington...| do 
GEEREY... soc. Tumbiesen’s Run,.....)........ Sasa ER Ai: 31 53 
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STATISTICAL 


TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM. 





















































- — ——— —. ———— -=-- 
Baines rs. Congre; zations. Neurest P QO. | Counties. States. Fam. | Com 
ees ——— —— ieee 
John Walker..... Unity. 00. .deciee coweee New Athens.. Hi ATrisON...... Ohio 9” 209 
Sal ‘reek 
Samuel Irvine.... } Arama : i A i , Fredericksburgh a ee do 75 | 120 
Thomas Hanna SS RR sep s Ta ret CED « vénswees Harrison......; do 76 155 
Danie! MeLane ...|  Bloomficid. ...-+++++ cambridge ..... vaca be = 
/ dees. § Mount Pleasant ..... Mt. Pleasant....'. Jefferson. ...| do 33 60 
Joseph Clokey .... 2 Piney Fork. . Warrentown, ... Jefferson...... do 45 100) 
en we § Londonderry........ Londonderry.... Guernsey..... do 65 160 
BEES RE a 2 oes PENNE Wise ris caus veel sc cedeaabeen -.. Harrison...... do 17 38 
Mansfield........... Mansfield....... Richland ..... do 25 57 
Samuel Hindman. . 2 Clear Cree "RR i te a eee do 8s | 4I1 
@w NE fo ca cba adeeddlncni vic. -'Marion.......; do | @4 93 
C TROP 00 kc0ccuseces Reynoldsburg h,. « Franklin...... do y 2 60 
David Lindsay,... SN OS oi ihovekorsns0 00s enon "Spe cacy apie do ' 17 27 
; MM techibksdlscccsccc « «secs. Pe  euekes do 5 15 
OO” eee | earnae Carrollton,....} do | 
Thomas Wilson... ) SANAV, +... cee cee eee Carrolton,...... Oe. vewews | do | 
North | ES CES ee | ae | do 
be Wooster, ......:- Wave .ciccse do 
Poo ee eee eile tagy ) do 
fas SS a ee Pc we do | 
gO EM eae armas OW 25. eo do | 
a eS a pe ae eee ee Belmont ...... do 22 60 
’ , fF grax sce ak nuecieesGeneeed Ge “iseer do 15 4 
aio Sacculansnensecnendins Crawford, ....| do 
on cc eckdnebhnveevesive cn Guernsey,..... do | 
Ss on cl cue giteedecesoers do do | 
PO on. 0 ARS asc ceoe nes Wayne,...... do | 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 
= -— een — al 
Ministers. | Congregations. Nearest P.O Counties. States | Fum.| Com 
Andrew Stark..... New-York Ist. Piesesaea |New-York...... New-York. ..|N. Y. | 1€0 | 275 
James Martin .....|: on, BE Eee Albany .... ...-|/ Albany . do | 
Peter Campbell... ./Florida .. .......c0c00- |Schenectady ..../Schene etady,. do | 70} 153 
John G Smart ....). Johnstown .........00/s Johnstown...... Montgomery...) de | 42) 140 
John Graham. | ee i eee Delaware,.... i WW 10) 
§ 2. ee a Rensselaer....|N.Y. | 62] 158 
Vacancies......... Ne -wark, a ee Mowark,....0..e0lss .. oe oe 30 
d New York 2d ....... New York...... New York....|N. ¥.| 70 | 180 
Pn? —6—Ul—*—“(i‘it*ét:tS Cem enim nc \ seesucsdeatan cago } 
Robert Laing...... bo waneeeen eeewnes lccas@etwny cues f -  Pecdeee | 
RRs: chau WCc gw.  o Bete Be —s cee | 
UE OINGEE kwh. os a > Aeintoeralecdoore ees Nedisdveneuwe . | | 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHANY. 
7 Ministers. | Congregations. Ta Neurest P. 0. Counties | States. 
Robert Bruce, D. D.. Pitts burgh ee bees vases’ pets bugh. tone eae Alleghany ... Penn 
( CD tlnccorcsdehes vishsoeseal Armstrong nach? ae 
John Dickie ........ Kittanning .......... lKitianning. _ do do 
(Buffalow, bes acne ce Renmad wens do : do 
Joseph Scroggs . i See ‘Li igonier........ Ww estmoreland | do 
ted a  nhivee'e wee entewintese ee ee wl on *-—sscu do 
§! I Indiana -|fadiana....... do 
David Blair......... Conemaugh, Rina. Se Ney, do do 
agit htystns, 2a aang do do 
| (: SOMCPOOR  occcceces easy ube ke~ Coe \Jefferson ..... do 
James M’Carrell ....| ) Upper Piney ........ Str attonville. Armstrong....! do 
IEE WA ends es Teovciwcecuses ces do do 
TE RR I ae: Armstrong....| do 
‘ Glade Rue, .. ..¢.%- ilade Run,..... de do 
John Hindman...... PE a re Indiana, ...... do 
NOONE cleat de eeihes we” cvxee® ous mee) <ceben do 
PEO iniicteses es Murrysville ake ae Alleghany .. do 
| Turtle Creek, .......| Westmoreland Westmerela ind do 
| Free DONE, vcceces’ zs Freeport,. aewen Armstrong. a 
Vacancies ...... 4 bt, ee ah Pe do do 
Lower Piney........ Kittanning ..... do do 
ee Be dal dri ask Punxutawny,...|Jefferson,..... do 
( Clearfield eed . (Curwinsville ...\Clearfield, ....| do 


a aie 


esbat. 


: 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF STAMFORD. 














Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P.O. | Counties. States | Fam. |\Com. 
John Russell,.. Stamford, a ee hace Queenston,..... a eeten meeren U. C. 35 70 
James Strang,... — Ce abs pau eun ae i ll SS et. do 170 

eee ee 1 fae ..|Livingston,...|N. ¥. 45 
en | ee, Sayer re B waisie « U.C.| 


Ee TET Tee etree ee er ME | du 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 
ers pS ——— SO __ 























Ministers. Congreg rations. Nearest P. O. Counties. | States\Fam. | Com. 
™ . { 6 Darlington .....-..0- Darlington...... ..| Beaver vaeewnn Penn. oO 140 
David Imbrie ..... ¢ Bethe ‘a rE re ee ey a. scckebe do | 70 | 150 
Alex. Murray § Mountville.... ..... Portersville..... Butler. 2.06. do 7 | 140 
4 ox pamenes ¢ Slippery Rock ......).....cseeeseeees GD. - sriswwew do | S80) 150 
oo SE keel a ee do | 
Elijah N. Scroggs. .|+ West Union......... New Lisbon ..../Columbiana,... Ohio. | 75 150 
O NERS BAORS ... 0.2 ool. cocceeencctee d}seesenbenbent's do | | 
ie ae S PON 2... casccccees Pobent is Seance Trumbull ....,; do | 67 139 
pete mamta LT RONN pene et: ocr ve do | 79 | 15 
ee WE OU Oigsccccnne Crumbull,. os do | } 
Wm. Douthet..... ) III Sai-cine- oss xah acute ~ oebxkasteie a do | 8 
ON EE Tr I SP 2 died linseed ot | do 18| &s7 
4 PRUNE 30/04. 40500 eon cncacdbusemephe cuceeawedeen™ do | | 
PU TO a as aa io ovcnd O80 d Ln ccnd ecseawkeba ngs &eebaek es do | | 
NINE sisixo-<'00s his g3 nuke is eho eeaeeiadinaie do | } 
James P. Ramsay,. Deer Creek,..........- New Beditord,...|Mercer....... Penn. 103 | 210 
Yellow Creek ....... 
Vacancies......... Scroggsfield,........ |Seroggsfield,... |Carroll,....... Ohio. | 70) 150 
(Glade Run,......... | 





STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS 





























Y - be | i | 
Ministers. | Congregations. | Nearest P. O. Counties, \States.| Fam. |Com. 
ak | or q 
A. White, jr....... | |} Bethany nt 777277 [Charlotte ....... Mecklenburg..\N.C.| 27 | 60 
Ebenezer .......... Lexington ...... '‘Rockbridge...| Va. 
Horatio Thompson, | . Timber Ridge..... pr Pee do | do 62 | 
| Broad Creek. . 5 a ye a do | do 
| fae GOON 66.08 ess ee Lincoln...... IN. C. 
4 AE ee Sarre Se | do | | 
OO" Ae Yorkville ....... eee $C. | 
| | Sardis ......ceeesseele ces ceeee ee eens aa | do | 
New Stirling........ Siaatsville ...... ee N.C, 
Cambridge........... do a eae areata | do 
Creek .. ... '|Morgantown. . eee | do | | 
i | Cochran’s Vale...... Old Fort........| SP sxecds .| do 
\Pieimont... .. ...../ reeks... Macon........ | do 
| | New Lebanon......./Union... ...... ;Monroe....... Va. 167 
(,. eae Yorkville ......|York. |S. C. 28 102 
ly” eee eae A gees | do | 48| 59 
tt. Sere Chester.........|Chester. IS. C. 
| | Little River ......... Lf eee \Fairfield | do 
gh ee ee Winsborough ...| do do 
} | 
\ -. | 











STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SHENANGO, 











~ SMinistere. ; Congregations. Nearest P. O. | Countise. (States, Fam. | Com. 
ae is Yenengn, Ndr tichdeta lovin ae x roads,. .|Crawford,.. ---|Penn. 200 | 500 
John France ...,.. Gabnte- MGR oc ccccccces 'Bakerstown..... Butler eee do 60 | 200 
( Me rcer...... pee SORES | Mercer... ...c00s Mercer,....... do 26 &3 
Isaac Beggs,.. . Springfield... ..... lec amelene aenaeks do do 48 110 
“y Rocky Spring,.. ay ee ene do do 56 | 126 
Pg nee: Meadville...... ic we ton each. a | 25 50 
Matthew Snodgrass) i POONER ees dedlitceves sécwsce | do 32 30 
Cherry Ron..... Di, a hiatal od v weaiaen pekkass | do 20| 80 
| ( New Castle,..... -.|New Castle,..... Mercer, ee ee 32 70 
Alex. Boyd,....... d ) Neshannock,. ee r/o ae ee Sie do do 20 43 
| Mount <n aks slemnsesks cea do | do 25 45 





William C.Pollock, § Harmony ....... "l\larvioviile, Kees pene .| do 80 | 120 
: Unity, devotion bea Sehsu secant cool do 2 




















































































18 Minutes of Synod. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 
Ministers Congregations, Nearest P. O. | Counties. States. Fam. | Com. 
i} a4 —— —_— —— -——- ——_ |---| - 
‘ Alex. Bullions..... ee Cambridge ..... Washington...|N. Y. 131 366 
James P. Miller...jArgyle ....ccccccces _| Lake P.O. N.Y do al & 120 300 
A. Gordon .. ..-.- EE eae do ie 48 105 
: T. Goodwillie.....|Barnet.. ............. a ere Caledonia..... Ve | 80) 200 
1 Wa. Pringle ..... IN 0505003 60ess Ryegate ........ 2S do 65 | 1438 
i D. Gordo... ccc cMOQhOm «..ccccccss eS ° SS Washington...|N. Y. 50; SO 
> D. Stalker ........|North Argyle ... ..... Noth Argyle.... do sts) ae] 110 
Ay A- Anderson. ..../Hebron ...........00-. West Hebron... do a ae 72 157 
" th Without charge. | 
{ A. White, sen. | 
it STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
1 
1 Ministers. Congregations. | Nearest P. O. Counties. | States.| Fam. | Com. 
| Ns ine cc dlagamewenaee. mien WO <ivehwau Penn. | 42 100 
tet \ John Adams,...... ¢ Lower Chanceford,..)........ «sees OP wsinveads do | 20 50 
\ } a ees Coopersvillle,.../Lancaster,.... do | 65 
’ W. Easton, .......|< E. Nottingham, ......N. Lond. x rds...)Chester,...... do | | 657 
4p ( Muddy Run,........ a ae Lanenetat cial = | a 
ue = wr — Mercersburgh, ...../Mercersburgh, ..s’ranklin..... o pe 
i hi F.W. M’Naughton, ? McConnelsburgh, ... ae eee do | 
tu ' SE Bon canon PRs cbc noeex Cumberlana,... do | 
AD A.T. McGill,...... ; Wheatfield, ......... Rdilias dthann ets PONY eccccees do | 
18 Dickinson,...... .... ee ae AS err eens do | 
} oF ON MM i véccusknesecnvetesonasel> cones acaadene do | 
4 / j John &. Hastonm,. ..| { RiGmOOGQUNR ss vccccfeccccccccecs sbelecscasriccssces do | 
|} | ( Lewistown,... ..... Lewistown,.... |Mifflin,.. ....| do 
tr. § Without charge, .. | | | } 
Tho. B. Clarkson, .! | | , 
° | ( Baltimore,.......... 'Baltimore,...... Baltimore, ..../Md. | | 68 
‘ | | Philadelphia,........ |Philadelphia,.. . .| Philadelphia,. .|Penn. 86 | 173 at 
; VRCERGIES, «000005 { Huntingdon, ........ Huntingdon, ..../ Huntingdon, ..) do | wt 
| | COED icc ndencona Relfonte, ....... |Centre, Caldaniies do | | SE. 
| | Sinking Creek,...... |Potter’s Mills, . .| do oe 4 
; : — am 
> SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING TABLES. 
/ ; ——E ee — — * 
rv | (|2e | 2 é 
| La & I a 
i Py = or 2 3 
iPe PRESBYTERIES. 15 |*se| & I 
qv |S |ges| = E 2: 
is ae =| =] a te, 
at aia | = 5 es 
ia 1 & \~ fy io) is 
SEN bidtctnasvengennehatisirsensinebiineans | 9 8 | 547 | 1431 
,? IE ata: (CAdianabbeaamdiy bdcwanbewdesenes } 2| 2 193 436 
} I aii teal a tetera een creatine niece am 19 690 | 1431 = 
re id i SN akc ninanche: Saude tee bees enocasaanaees 10 | 45 843 | 1752 ¥ 
| ED obcckncch dit mieduncsnsagaiiaennt '9\ 31 | 493 | i164 BS 
' III hicnks Anriat uh opie mictadiiciniunwewvedities ot o.ae 198 660 ~ 
EE Tastienndabbteredianinnis sdpudecesitess | 6| bB | ; 
¢ DS i MirentchahiaainVebahnnswineenscsedonns | 9| 30 665 1395 
4} DUE ink Dinivnchitiniebibiaieded iekheeehnes oeens s| 8 383 976 . 
: OE EE | 6| 14 679 | 1557 
IN is ER iliac a, wb. dasRecde seas soeee bes 2 5 35 235 é 
i MEIC eds dscccertsese aves. .vestes 17 - 
.* ; _— 
r Total. lor | 176 | 
7 ty 














ha Mr. Barnes’s Case. 

pag We learn that the appeal of Mr. Barnes from the decision of the Sy- = 

a8 nod of Philadelphia, suspending him from the exercise of the ministry, os 

bak, on account of his errors in doctrine, has been sustained by the General 3 

Teh Assembly, by a majority of forty votes. We have not yet been favored : 

a) 1} with the proceedings of the Assembly in this interesting case, but hope a 
ef to lay them before our readers in our next number. x 

| 
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lee: To the Public. ; 


Wrrn t No, we Commence the improvement that has been promised, 
in the size of the Monitora. The reader will perceive that sizicen additional pages 
have been added; which will make an increase of one hundred and ninety-two pages 

: in the whole volume. “The 2 page has undergone @ trifling reduction; otherwise the 

| press could not receive the sheet. _ We hope our patrons will be satisfied with the 
change and will exert themselves to extend the circulation of our work. Our list of 
subscribers has. received a considerable accession of names.- We return our sin- 
ecre thanks to-our friends for the ‘exertions they have made in this respect. . It is 
hoped, howéver, that many additional Subscribers wih yet be received; and under 
this expectation Ride-on dau alates edition of the present No. in the order that 

; they may be Bt ia 
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